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‘Promoting Applied Research in Agriculture,
Horticulture and Food Science’

Who's Who?

AAB Specialist Groups:

Applied Mycology And Bacteriology
Biological Control and Integrated Pest Management
Cropping And The Environment
Food Systems
Nematology
Pesticide Application
Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement
Soil Biology
Virology
The Specialist Groups are the lifeblood of the Society. The majority of our events are generated from their areas
of interest and the activities of their members. Each group is led by a Convener and includes members selected
from across academic, government and industry. If you would like to be connected with a Specialist Group
Convener please contact Geraint (geraint@aab.org.uk)

OUR Mission
"To promote the study and advancement of all branches of Biology and in particular (but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing), to foster the practice, growth and development of applied biology,
with a focus on the application of biological sciences in the production of food, materials and energy, and
for the maintenance and improvement of earth's environment"
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AAB Executive Council Members

Officers of council have been elected to administer the efficient running of the association. They adhere to

ÿworking rules with each of the council members having specific roles. Those roles are also shown by task

area.
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Carol Millman, AAB Executive Officer 1989-2021
First, I would like to say many, many thanks for the many donations towards a leaving gift for me from
friends and colleagues, whom I have met over the years. I was astounded at your generosity and have
brought the money with me to Turkey, where I have retired, and will look for a special piece of jewellery
to remember you all. Prices are much more competitive here, where you pay for the weight of gold, not
the actual piece, especially as the exchange rate is so good at the moment. When I first started coming
to Turkey in 2014 it was around 4 Turkish lira to the pound, but is currently around 12; a perfect time for
house-hunting as well!
Now for a bit of history: I started work after leaving school in 1969 with IBM, near Winchester, UK, within
their Patents Dept, which proved good experience for working with Annals papers, as everything had to
be 100% accurate. This was followed by working as Assistant to one of their Executive Departmental
heads, who travelled extensively throughout the world. He would come back and throw his receipts and
any money left from his multi-country trips onto my desk (this was before the days of the Euro) and
leave me to sort out his expenses. This experience was invaluable when working out loss on exchange
with various currencies during my role at AAB. After that I ran the computer tape library in the data
processing centre at IBM, leaving in 1981 for the birth of my first child. I went back temporarily after
my maternity leave at the end of 1981, but left again mid 82 for the birth of my second child. While my
children were young, I used to type dissertations and theses for students at Southampton University as
well as some work for the Game Conservancy (now the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust). You can
imagine my surprise when I was at my interview and spotted Steve Wratten’s name on the list of Editors
for Annals – I think I had typed dissertations and theses for most of his student group for a few years! I
reminded Nick Sotherton at a conference in the nineties that we had met previously – I think not he said,
then a while afterwards – did you live in a house on the corner of a street, with a stained glass window
of the Mayflower? Certainly did, I replied. (The Mayflower was purported to have left Plymouth in
September 1620, but had previously stopped in Southampton on its journey from London, before going
to Plymouth).

In 1985 our family moved to Connecticut USA for an “assignment” with IBM (I’ve Been Moved – my
then husband also worked at IBM), and spent 3½ very happy years there with our two children, who started
school while we were there. We came back to UK in 1988, and I went back to IBM temporarily. However,
I saw an advertisement in the local newspaper for a job at the Association to manage the Editorial Office
for Annals, and assist the then Executive Officer, Roger Rooke, with the AAB’s conference programme
– the job description was literally my CV – I got the job, and the rest is history! On Roger’s retirement
in 1997, I was appointed as his successor to the Executive Officer rôle.
At this point, I had no choice but to relinquish my responsibilities for running the Editorial Office
for Annals, as the Executive Officer role would take up all of my time, although I was ultimately still
responsible for it, as with AAB membership, I always maintained a keen interest in both. At this point, I
also took over full responsibility within the office for organizing the Association’s conference programme.
I managed the AAB Office and staff, and reported directly to Council to implement the decisions they
made at their various meetings, e.g. Council, Conveners, AGM, etc. I also represented the AAB office at
the meetings with our publisher, Wiley, for Annals, and later Plant Biotechnology and Food and Energy
Security Journals. When the Annals administrator left to work for Wiley a few years after this, I took
Annals back again and kept my role as managing the Editorial Office from then going forward.
Due to the wide range of tasks which had to be dealt with as Executive Officer, it was a question
of juggling all the balls in the air to make sure everything was done on time – journals published,
ensuring conferences and workshops run smoothly and their related publications were ready in time for
the conference, and hoping none of the balls would drop.
Conferences are like buses, nothing then they all come at once! – none for 2–3 months, then 3 the
following month. Also, September–December has always been our busiest time of year, and included
the Association’s AGM in September, so it could be difficult at times to keep on top of everything, which
often included a lot of evening and weekend working. It was never a chore though, I have always loved
the job and never lost my enthusiasm, even after more than 30 years of service.
There have been many changes over these years, and I believe we have moved with the times. In the
80’s and 90’s, we used to get three hard copies of each Annals paper sent via mail. I went on holiday
for 3 weeks once and could hardly get into my office on my return, as so many new papers were piled
up on my desk awaiting processing! Things are very different now, with everything done electronically,
and the move to Open Access publishing makes it a very different world. AAB has embraced both
Subscription and Open Access publication for its journals, and who knows what will happen in the next
5–10 years; we just need to keep moving ahead.
With the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference world has also changed massively. I don’t think we will
ever return to just face-to-face conferences; they will be at least hybrid with some completely virtual
going forward I believe. I haven’t attended a conference since January 2020 which, for me, has been
difficult, as I loved the interaction with delegates and the organisers of the many conferences, and have
made many friends over the years. Also, I didn’t enjoy working at home and used to go into the office
occasionally, just for the “normality” of it, and for interaction with others at Wellesbourne. Life has been
full of virtual meetings and webinars. Suddenly our 1–2 face-to-face meetings to discuss conference
organisation have become a monthly (or more) event, but we have embraced this new way of working
too.
For those of you who don’t know, AAB have offered me to continue working with the Annals Editorial
Office for the next 2 years at least, which I was delighted to accept. Also, I will continue working with
the Pesticide Application group for a while, so I’m still around in the background (same email and phone
number). Now I am settled in Turkey, we hope to receive lots of visitors – once Turkey moves out of “the
red zone”. I wish Council, Convener groups, Geraint and the rest of the staff all the best for the future. I
particularly miss Bernadette and John, whom I have worked with for 32 and nearly 8 years, respectively.
As Nigel Halford said to me before I left: “it’s OK Carol, we have your Skype address!”
Carol Millman

Sprayer Cleaning Workshop, Oberbozen, Italy 2−3 October 2019

ion of crop

Available soon: Aspects of Applied Biology 143,
Spray Cleaning Workshop

Sprayer Cleaning Workshop
Oberbozen, Italy
2−3 October 2019

Editors

Photograph by kind permission of the University of Turin, Italy

Paolo Balsari
Simon Cooper
Emilio Gil
Richard Glass
Tom Robinson
aab
No:
143
2021

Jan van de Zande

Aspects of Applied Biology 143

Hard Copy Price £30 (AAB Members £21.00), Digital Format £5
Hard Copy: Add postage and packing (UK £2.50, Europe £4.50, Rest of the World £8.00)
PER BOOK
Books can be ordered on the web-site (CLICK HERE). Postage costs may work out cheaper for
multiple purchases. If you wish to purchase several books please contact
Bernadette: bernadette@aab.org.uk for a revised postage price.

Important Conference Updates
Legumes Science and Practice 2, September 1 – 3
In spring 2018 AAB held Advances in Legumes Science and Practice on the banks of the Clyde in Glasgow. That
conference was supported by a strong French contingent led by Joëlle Fustec of École Supérieure d’Agricultures
(ESA) in Angers. It was clear in Glasgow that there was a great deal more to discuss so Joëlle proposed a follow
up conference in France, a conference originally scheduled for May 2020 with a number of invited French
speakers. Of course, no conference was possible at that time due to COVID-19 so we decided to postpone and
to switch to a virtual format.
One of the benefits of virtual conferencing is that, time zones permitting, it allows participation from around the
world. While we have maintained a strong French flavour, we have also used the change of format to build in a
focus on African legume research. This has proved very successful and we have scheduled a day of talks focused
on the region, including key note talks from Isaiah Nyagumbo (CGIAR) and Ken Giller (WaCASA).
The conference will be launched by a keynote talk from Bertrand Pinel (Terrena Innovation). This session,
sponsored by Legumes Translated, will go onto explore the role and future of legumes in European agriculture.
Of course, cultivation of legumes has many advantages and these will be examined in sessions on Ecosystem
Services and Intercropping, Yield Increases and other Agronomic Benefits, and Nitrogen Fixation. Other topics
include Pathogens, Grasslands and Legume Physiology and Traits.
Geraint Parry is particularly excited as this is the first conference he has organised as AAB’s new Executive
Officer. We are all looking forward to an informative and captivating event. We hope you can join us in September.
Rob Carlton

With a Special issue of Annals of Applied Biology planned for January 2022 (Submission by
15/09/2021). Contact carol@aab.org.uk, submitting your article as:
‘Legumes 2 Conference Paper’

Advances in Legume Science and
Practice 2
01–03 September 2021
Virtually via ZOOM
REGISTRATION
PROGRAMME

Important Conference Updates

Crop production with reduced pesticide
and fertiliser inputs without compromising
yield and quality
13-14 October 2021, Virtually via ZOOM
Call for Abstracts Deadline 30th June 2021
SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
FEES
REGISTRATION will be open in July 2021

ASSOCIATION OF APPLIED BIOLOGISTS
President: Prof. Christine Foyer, BSc, PhD

Trees for the Future - Diversity
and complexity for resilience and
carbon storage
A two-day conference at the
University of Birmingham, UK
Postponed due to Covid-19, now on 03-04 November 2021

Trees for the Future - Diversity and
complexity for resilience and carbon storage
03-04 November 2021 Hybrid event
(Birmingham University, UK)
PROGRAMME
REGISTRATION and FEES

Coast redwood forest, North California: Image courtesy of Jo Bradwell, JABBS

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Association of Applied Biologists, Warwick Enterprise Park, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9EF, UK
Registered Charity No. 275655; http://www.aab.org.uk
Tel: +44 (0)2476 999485; Email: john@aab.org.uk

Important Conference Updates (continued)

Thinking Differently about
Soil-Borne Disease Management
10th November 2021, Virtually via ZOOM
Call for Abstracts Deadline 30th June 2021
SUBMIT an ABSTRACT

Improving Global and Local IPM
Special issue of Annals of Applied Biology
planned for mid 2022 (Submission by
15/12/2021, details (submissions clarified as
conference papers) to follow:
Contact Carol Millman carol@aab.org.uk))
17-18th November 2021, Hybrid event
Olde Barn Hotel, Grantham,
Lincolnshire, UK
Call for Abstracts Deadline 31st August 2021
SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
REGISTRATION and FEES

Important Conference Updates (continued)

International Advances in Pesticide
Application
25th–27th January 2022
Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine
Westphalia, Germany
PROGRAMME AVAILABLE

IAPA2022 Per Gummer Andersen Award
The Per Gummer Andersen award is open to early career scientists to enable them to attend the IAPA2022
conference. The award is up to £1000 towards conference registration, accommodation and travel. Applicants should apply for this award by sending a copy of their curriculum vitae and a letter stating “why
you think the award should be presented to them” to Tom Robinson at tom@tomrobinsonsprays.co.uk by
30 September 2021. The successful candidate will be informed of the committee’s decision by 15 October
2021.
Per had a passion for training – advisors, salespeople, sprayer operators and he held many many courses around
the world. He had a special passion for those who work in the most risky environment; operators of knapsack
sprayers in developing countries. He arranged his last course just two months before his death. The topic was, as
always, safety and efficient plant protection, via a.o. certification and inspection of sprayers and training of operators and advisors. Mostly he was way ahead of the rest of us in discussions, thinking of details that he knew were
important, but had to wait until the rest of us reached the same level...
About 10 years ago Per founded his own expert consultancy, Better-Spraying, where he continued work in
standardisation, authored scientific papers and as consultant made practical test-work, arranged courses and produced training material.
Per was for decades, a member of European and International standardisation committees. He was a member
of many Working Groups and also for some time, Chairman for the Working Group – Application Technology.
He was also chairman for the Danish group for standardisation of sprayers, and a member of the AAB Pesticide
Application group.
He had a strong belief in the importance of international standards for the industry. He often said that it is a lot
better to have a standard to relate to that is not perfect, than being an actor on the market in a world with different
conditions in different countries.
Via his work Per, throughout the years, developed an extraordinary knowledge, for example, in the phasing of
implementation of the EU directive on sustainable use of pesticides, that was greatly requested. Work meant a lot
to Per. In spite of his increasing handicap, he took part in the work of standardisation till the end. During the last
two years he hosted a number of WG meetings in his home, the last just 2 weeks before his death.

ASSOCIATION OF APPLIED BIOLOGISTS
President: Professor Christine Foyer

Cropping and the Environment Group

Shaping the Future for Pollinators
Innovations in Farmed Landscapes
ANNOUNCEMENT & CALL FOR PAPERS

A three-day conference at the
Copthorne Hotel, Slough-Windsor
Postponed to 6-8 September 2022
Association of Applied Biologists, Warwick Enterprise Park, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9EF, UK
Registered Charity No. 275655; http://www.aab.org.uk
Tel: +44 (0)2476 999485; Email: john@aab.org.uk

Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed
Landscapes
6-8th September 2022, HYBRID EVENT
Copthorne Hotel, Slough, UK

The World Bee Project The World Bee Project CIC uses Artificial Intelligence (AI), data
analytics and the Internet of Things (IoT) to remotely monitor honeybees to research the
pollinator and pollination crisis from a global perspective. It supports, connects and amplifies
new technologies and scientific study to improve the health and wellbeing of bees and other
pollinators. With thanks to Sabiha Rumani Malik, Founder and Executive President.

Information on abstract submission
Conference programmes are based on the ‘Conference Topic’ and resulting
‘Sessions’ that reflect both the ‘Conference Theme’ and topics covered by
the ‘Invited ‘‘Keynote’’ Speakers’. Submitted abstracts, both oral and poster
are selected by the conference organisers to refelect diversity within the
‘Conference Topic’ and generate discussion within conference participants.
We aim to host both ‘face to face’, ‘virtual’ and ‘hybrid’ meetings that generate
discussion and feedback from participants in the selected fields.

Instructions
To upload your abstract, simply complete the form in the attached link
CLICK HERE. Enter your personal details, select which meeting you are
submitting an offer for and whether your offer is for a platform (Oral) or
poster presentation. Upload your file and click on submit abstract. Job done!
We normally have 1-page abstracts as a MicroSoft word file
(CLICK HERE for an example).
Once an abstract has been "approved" by the conference organiser(s), you
will not be able to make any changes to the abstract unless you contact the
AAB office (john@aab.org.uk) for the paper to be "unapproved".

COVID-19

COVID-19 Resource Centre The Lancet

Travel Guidance
Red, amber and green list rules for entering England

AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE
Click on the links below to view the latest issues of our scientific journals. Remember that you will need an
annual subscription to view our Annals of Applied Biology content so please contact
Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) in the AAB Office if you are interested!

Annals of Applied Biology
Vol. 179 Iss. 1
July 2021
2020 Impact Factors: 2.750

Plant Biotechnology Journal
Vol. 19 Iss. 6
June 2021

AAB is a member of the Plant Science Group of the Royal Society of Biology. This group publishes a monthly
Plant Science Newsletter that anyone can sign up for and can be downloaded here:
Please click here

Members of the Association of Applied Biologists are eligible for a two-year 50% discount
on Royal Society of Biology membership
Royal Society of Biology Membership

British Crop Production Council (BCPC) Newslink: CLICK HERE

The AAB NewsHub

A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest to our members and
their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles may range from blogs, or discussion topics
right the way through to some professionally published content.
We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy to receive additional
content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper column which you think would be of
interest to our members please feel free to send it to John (john@aab.org.uk)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tech firms use remote monitoring to help honey bees (BBC)
COP26, Glasgow on 31st October – 12th November 2021 (United Nations)
Climate change could turn bumblebees into picky eaters (New Scientist)
Special Issue: Root Phenotypes for the Future (Plant, Cell and Environment)
Annual Plant Reviews online (Wiley)
Plant-Environment Interactions (Wiley)
Special Issue: Plant Productivity: from the Canopy to the Nucleus (Journal of
Experimental Botany)
• Managing agricultural biodiversity takes time (British Ecological Society)
• Ground-breaking drone work to be demonstrated by Harper Adams researcher at this
year’s Cereals show (Harper Adams University)
• How farmers and scientists strive for more flavour (BBC)

AAB Membership Rates 2021
Membership Type
Full
Retired
Student
New Student Members Deal
Get a FREE book from our Aspects of Applied Biology
series + Annual Membership

Members are also entitled to receive the following
publications at reduced rates.
Annals of Applied Biology
Printed (hard copy)
Online (UK & Europe*)
Online (rest of world)
Printed + Online (UK & Europe*)
Printed + Online (rest of world)

£
62.00
31.00
20.00
*£5.00
*£5.00 for the first year with
valid student ID and a Direct
Debit Mandate form returned for
subsequent years

85.00
75.56
62.96
116.59
111.04

* VAT incl. for UK & European members
For any membership enquiries please feel free to contact Bernadette in the AAB Office by email at:
bernadette@aab.org.uk

Why Should I Join the AAB?
Members of the association are entitled to many exclusive discounts and a whole range of
dedicated content.
 hat do I receive with an AAB Membership?
W
• A forum for applied biologists worldwide: network with the best in your specialism
• Very discounted registration fee's for our regular scientific conferences and workshops across
the AAB's research interests
• Significantly reduced subscriptions to AAB publications
• 20% discounts on Wiley-Blackwell publications
• Exclusive access to the Members Area on the AAB Website
• Regular eNewsletter and emails with information on AAB activities
• Discounted membership to the Royal Society of Biology. AAB members receive a 50%
discount on RSB membership! Download details here.
• 30% discount on publications in our Aspects of Applied Biology series
 dditional benefits for Student Members
A
• ALL new student members will receive a FREE book of their choice, from our Aspects of
Applied Biology Marketplace (if in stock) with their membership purchase, worth up to £40.00!
• We encourage all of our specialist groups to adopt at least 1 student member - if you are
interested in becoming part of a group, please contact the relevant convenor
• We would also like our Student Members to be involved with our conference organisation so
if this is something of interest please contact the AAB Office

Aspects of Applied Biology Marketplace
Aspects of Applied Biology is a series of conference proceedings produced by the Association
from some of our organised events. Each issue of Aspects is produced in advance of the relevant
conference. Aspects articles DO NOT go through a full peer-review process but are thoroughly
proofed and edited accordingly to ensure scientific validity. Aspects are available after the
conference and are a valuable resource for those working or studying in the relevant field or even
for those purely interested in the content.
Postage costs may work out cheaper for multiple purchases.

For our full list of Aspects of Applied Biology click here
If you wish to purchase a book which does not appear on the list or require information on
multiple purchases, please contact Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) for a price.

AAB Student Travel Grants
Need a helping hand with your travel costs? Apply for an AAB Student Travel Grant!
The grants are available to all students, whether members of the Association or not.
Allowances are restricted to cheap rate standard class flights, rail or bus fares (using a student rail
card if available), up to a maximum allowance (which will be given on application).
Grants are limited and offered on a discretionary basis.
Applications must be made at least 2 months before the meeting to Dr Geraint Parry, AAB
Executive Officer at geraint@aab.org.uk
Payment will be made at the meeting on receipt of the flight/rail/bus tickets.
Available only to students attending AAB conferences and meetings.

The GCRI Trust Travel Grant
The GCRI Trust Travel Grant scheme aims to progress the UK Protected Crops and Outdoor Ornamentals Sector.
GUIDELINES FOR TRAVEL GRANT APPLICATIONS

FREE LEATHERJACKET EMERGENCY SUMMIT
TO HELP SAVE YOUR TURF!
This event takes place on Wednesday 14th July! This is a half-day virtual event.
Emergency Summit for the Control of
Leatherjackets using Integrated Pest Management

PRESS RELEASE

London: Tuesday 4 May 2021

Biopesticide Summit 2021 dates announced
Join colleagues from the bioprotection industry, academia, and the public sector at
this year’s virtual Biopesticide Summit on Tuesday 6th July 2021, when we will discuss
progress of the WBF’s campaign to reform the regulatory environment for the
bioprotection sector.
The Biopesticide Summit, taking place via a virtual platform on Tuesday 6th July this year, will
focus on regulatory challenges and calls for reform to create a regulatory environment that
nurtures and supports the bioprotection industry.
The COVID pandemic affected all areas of scientific research. Biopesticide developers have been
impacted by restrictions on practical research and funding, which have only added to pre-existing
obstacles of regulatory hurdles, commercial uptake, and formulation challenges. On the other
hand, COVID apparently led to surging consumer demand for organic produce with no chemical
residues and, in the wake of Brexit, the UK government has declared a commitment to support
science and technology, and an intention to expand partnerships across the globe.
The World Bioprotection Form (WBF; which organises the annual Biopesticide Summit) already
engages with top-class academics and researchers, linking them with the biocontrol industry to
facilitate innovation and commercialisation. This year, it has also undertaken the task of leading a
dialogue with the UK government, to drive reform and create a regulatory environment that
nurtures and supports the bioprotection industry.
Join us on 6th July 2021 to hear our first-class speakers present and debate the need for regulatory
reform, their visions for a successful regulatory system, and how the WBF has been working
towards process reform in UK biopesticide regulation.
Dr Minshad Ansari, Chairman of the WBF, commented “This is a very exciting time for the UK,
politically, and I believe that we have a unique window of opportunity – post Brexit and post COVID
– to engage with Government and really make the changes that we, as an industry, have been
requesting for decades.”
Be part of the change you wish to see in the bioprotection sector.
Visit https://biopesticidesummit.com/ for more information and to register your attendance.
Dr Minshad Ansari
Chairman of the WBF
minshad.ansari@worldbioprotectionforum.com

Dr Sarah Harding
Director of Communications
sarah.harding@worldbioprotectionforum.com

