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Incorporating species diversity in reforestation 
strategies reaps benefits in climate change mitigation
"If the trees could talk they would scream in anguish at landowners, 

foresters and policy makes who consistently put the wrong tree in the 
wrong place and for the wrong reasons” 

Dougal Driver, November 2021

Similar to other nations, the UK Government put in place legislation for net zero greenhouse 
emission goals in 2019. The aim was to achieve a 68% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
by the end of the decade Ambitious targets were set to address climate change and associated 
habitat and biodiversity loss. This included the creation of 30,000 ha of new woodland per 
year. The increased political, social and economic focus on the importance of trees and nature-
based solutions to climate mitigation at national and international level laid the foundations and 
rationale for the two-day hybrid conference on the topic of “Trees for the Future - Diversity and 
complexity for resilience and carbon storage “. This dynamic and thought-provoking coming 
together of a wide variety of stake-holders was attended by over 100 participants. Experts from 
a wide cross section of the forest tree community, covering key areas of climate and forest 
science, as well as practitioners who are well-versed in the art of forestry, came together at the 
University of Birmingham. A key focus of the conference was to collate evidence concerning the 
importance of employing a diversity of tree species in current and future planting strategies, as 
well as attempting to resolve the outstanding issues highlighted in the above quote from Dougal 
Driver and address how tree planting and woodland regeneration could help delivery of the Paris 

climate goals. An indication of the significance of the conference was the presentation of the All 
England Woodland Resilience Awards as a Forestry Sector Contribution to mark COP26 by Lord 
Beynon on behalf of The Forestry Climate Change Working Group.

Experts from the forest sector with a thorough understanding of the fundamentals, including 
the site selection, soils, species choice and silvicultural practices that underpin the successful 
creation and management of our woodlands, provided a comprehensive analysis of management 
approaches.  They described the benefits and challenges of planting complex, intimate mixtures 
of broadleaved species and conifers in newly established woodland at sites across the UK. First 
hand evidence was provided in a series of talks by landowners from the Norbury Park Estate 
in Staffordshire, the Duchy of Cornwall’s woodlands, the forest of Perridge and the Goodwood 
Estate. Other similar contributions were provided by experts from Europe and Canada. These 
presentations also documented the devastating effects of climate change and pest and disease 
attack, while highlighting points that will be invaluable to other farms and estates, who wish to 
offset their carbon emissions. 

Several presentations focused on the studies conducted at Birmingham Institute of Forest 
Research (BIFoR) Free-Air Carbon Enrichment (FACE) facility over the last 5 years. BIFoR is 
situated in the Norbury Park broadleaf forest that is dominated by 175-year-old, 25m tall oak trees 
interspersed with sycamore, hazel, hawthorn, and holly. The carbon dioxide enrichment studies 
at BiFoR that are scheduled to run until 2026, have already revealed species-dependent increases 
in carbon assimilation, improved growth rates, increased fine root production, and responses in 
nutrient cycling. Experimental evidence was presented in support of the observation by Charles 
Darwin made over 150 years ago that a mixture of species planted together often yield more than 
the average of areas planted with each species individually. Similarly, mixed forests are often 
more resilient to disease by diluting pest and pathogen populations. 

The role of trees and forests in the global carbon cycle was shown to be dependent on the assembly 
of species that can differ greatly in functional traits and functional capacity. Trees capable of 
nitrogen fixation are of particular importance in forest diversity, since they dramatically influence 
soil fertility, ecosystem carbon stores, and the ability of forests to recover following disturbances. 
Observational and experimental evidence was also presented showing that tree diversity generally 
has positive effects on a range of forest ecosystem functions. Data were presented showing that 
the earth has become greener with greater leaf area and enhanced photosynthesis over the last two 
decades, as a result of the elevated global atmospheric CO2 concentrations. Woody ecosystems 
were reported to have a greater enhancement of productivity than grassland ecosystems. The high 
CO2 effect was generally greater in drier ecosystems because of enhanced water use efficiency. 
Accurately modelling the productivity of forests is important for predicting global carbon uptake 
under future climates. The need to improve global models of the carbon cycle was widely 
recognised.

A debate held at the end of the first day of the conference focused on the topic of ‘right tree, 
right place’. There was a general recognition that forests and woodlands are increasingly being 
required to deliver against a wide range of objectives, including climate change mitigation, wood 
products, biodiversity, recreational use and public health benefits. The panel agreed that while 
forestry practitioner-led approaches are clearly central to success, the dearth of forest professionals 
is a bottleneck to progress and a constraint to innovation. Until this problem is resolved, it will 
be challenging to improve the silviculture practiced in our forests and incorporate state-of-art 
technologies and information to guide decision-making and measure impacts. Delegates agreed 
that the development of the UK Woodland Carbon Code presents a new opportunity to utilise 
private sector funding to achieve new native Woodlands across the UK, applying the ten ‘golden 
rules’ for reforestation to optimize carbon sequestration and biodiversity recovery. 



The creation of 30,000 ha of new woodland per year in the UK necessitates the provision of 
more seed and saplings. The challenges of supplying the required seed were recognised as many 
and varied, particularly with regard to understanding trends and predicting demand, often years 
ahead of supply. While seed collections are now occurring on a larger and broader scale in the 
UK than previously, the current planting pressures and changing priorities in the sector were 
considered to represent major hurdles to the industry. A consistency in government policies is 
therefore required to support the activities of forest nurseries. 

The simplistic classification of trees into very broad categories, such as ‘conifers’ and 
‘broadleaves’, often fails to realise the connection between tree identity and associated traits 
that can have a significant influence on forest biodiversity, resilience and carbon storage. Future 
tree planting must achieve complementarity among plantation trees, as well as protecting and 
enhancing forest biodiversity. Such considerations are fundamental to improving forest resilience 
to environmental change and deliver carbon sequestration solutions. Increasing tree diversity 
can significantly increase soil microbial biomass and carbon storage. Targeting woodland near 
to populated areas and away from fragile environments was considered to ensure a wide array of 
benefits including recreation, physical and mental health, as well as greenhouse gas sequestration, 
water quality benefits and providing habitats for wild species. When compared to the values of 
agricultural or similar land uses such approaches to planting may deliver highly substantial net 
benefits to both society and taxpayers. 

There push to increase the diversity of tree species across the urban landscape was discussed. 
With increased diversity, the likelihood of adaptive, healthy, strongly growing and maturing 
trees also increases, and thereby the expected function and provision of ecosystem services. The 
inclusion of non-native tree species was also important to enhance urban ecosystem resilience. 
The Tree Health Resilience Strategy that has been developed with key stakeholders, sets out 
plans to reduce the risk of pest and disease threats, and to strengthen the resilience of UK trees. 
In conclusion, it has been said that it is impossible to plant a forest, but given current knowledge 

and drivers it should certainly be possible to design a plantation that will blossom into a forest 
for future generations. There are paradigms for such approaches. Learning from them is essential 
if we are to use planting forests as a practical, dependable, and just response to our climate and 
biodiversity crises.

Christine H. Foyer, 2021

SAVE THE DATE
AAB SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY DECEMBER 3rd 10-10:15AM GMT

This is a 15-minute Virtual meeting required to 
confirm transfer of AAB assets from current

 Unincorporated entity to the new
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). 

ATTENDANCE DETAILS TO FOLLOW SOON



 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

      
           

#UKPlantSciPresents webinar series 
 

TThhee  ffoouurrtthh  sseeaassoonn  ooff  tthhee  ##UUKKPPllaannttSScciiPPrreesseennttss  wweebbiinnaarr  sseerriieess  rruunnss  ffrroomm  
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2288tthh  ––  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2211sstt  22002211..  

The series promotes excellence in UK plant science and each webinar features two speakers who 
will talk for 25minutes allowing 10 minutes for delegate questions. They take place at 3pm BST or 
GMT (after October 2021). 

The series promotes outputs from scientists at any career stage so we encourage applications from 
people to present their research. Please contact Geraint Parry if you would like to participate. All 
webinars will be posted on the AAB and GARNet YouTube channels 

The webinars will be hosted using the AAB Zoom account, will be free to attend but pre-
registration is required. 

September 28th: Richard Mott (University College London and Gabriela Toledo-Ortiz (Lancaster 
University) 

Register for free: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UoccEsf0Qb69EtxT-ynVnQ 

 
October 12th: Rumiana Ray (University of Nottingham), TBC 

October 26th: Stuart Casson (University of Sheffield), TBC 

November 23rd: Sarah Raffan (Rothamsted Research), Matthew Back (Harper Adams) 

Register for free: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_700H7Bw4RsqFLh7-29CvIQ 

December 7th: Eirini Kaiserli (University of Glasgow), Anne-Marie Labandera (University of 
Birmingham) 

Register for free: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IZOKALOqS8akuQXd73he6g 

 
 
 

  

Advances in Nematology
 

14th December 2021 
One-day Hybrid event hosted online and at 

The Linnean Society in Central London

REGISTER HERE

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

 Important Conference Updates (continued)

International Advances in Pesticide 
Application

 
25th–27th January 2022 (TBC)

Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine 
Westphalia, Germany

REGISTER HERE

PROGRAMME AVAILABLE 

https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://web.cvent.com/event/70498a65-3d00-4954-bfec-e509c17ff811/summary
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/event/70498a653d004954bfece509c17ff811/187db54d2023461dbc5549538014554b.pdf
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/regProcessStep1
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/event/269ace0024bc4ed5b13f08e6be9c67c1/01d42484fff544709612efbf1fdb2203.pdf


Exploring Innovative strategies to 
reduce agricultural GHG and Ammonia 

outputs

22nd - 24th March 2022 
Hosted at the Macdonald Holyrood Hotel

Edinburgh, UK

SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
 DEADLINE 22nd January 2022

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Understanding and managing biotic and 
abiotic stresses of horticultural crops

29th - 30th March 2022 
Two-day Hybrid event hosted online and at 

University of Reading, UK

SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
 DEADLINE 29th January 2022

https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/event/70498a653d004954bfece509c17ff811/187db54d2023461dbc5549538014554b.pdf
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/hortstresses-2022/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/hortstresses-2022/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/


AAB FORWARD CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

2021

28 September 
onward

#UKPlantSciPresents webinar series
Virtually via ZOOM. REGISTER for FREE

14 December
Advances in Nematology 2021
Linnean Society, London, UK; HYBRID 
(Nematology group)

2022

25-27 January International Advances in Pesticide Application (TBC)
Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine Westphalia, Germany 
(Pesticide Application Group)

9 March Closed Transfer Systems Workshop
Wrest Park, & Silsoe Spray Application Group, Silsoe, Bedford, 
UK; HYBRID 
(Pesticide Application Group)

17 March Advances in Soil Biology (Postponed from 6th December 2021)
Marriott Hotel, Peterborough,  UK; HYBRID 
(In collaboration with the AHDB Soil Biology and Soil Health 
partnership)

22-24 March Exploring Innovative strategies to reduce agricultural GHG and Ammonia 
outputs
Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh
(Cropping and the Environment group/Scottish Government)

29-30 March Understanding and managing biotic and abiotic stresses of horticultural crops
University of Reading
(Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement group)

6-8 September Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed 
Landscapes
Copthorne Hotel, Slough, UK
(Cropping and the Environment group/University of Reading/
British Ecological Society/Royal Entomological Society)

 
VISIT EVENT WEBSITE 

 
The International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR) is an annual  gathering of up to 1000 
scientists whose primary research organism is  the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana. This meeting 

embraces the remarkable contribution that Arabidopsis has made to our understanding of plant science. 
Information about the past 30 years of ICAR meetings can be found at website for the Multinational 

Arabidopsis Steering Committee (MASC). 
 

ICAR2022 takes place at the International Conference Centre in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Belfast lies 
within the beautiful country of Northern Ireland that was used as the backdrop for the Game of Thrones 

TV show. 
 

ICAR meetings are overseen by MASC but are independently organised without the financial backing of 
an established society. ICAR2022 is organised by Arabidopsis Events UK with support for abstract 

submisson and registrations from the Association of Applied Biologists. 
 

Come for the Science, Stay for the Stories 
 

Registration opens on January 1st 2022. 
 Early bird registration closes on Friday April 15th. 

Registration for in-person delegates closes on Friday May 20th. 
Registration for online delegates closes on Monday June 6th. 

 
Instructions for Abstract Submission 

 
The majority of speakers at ICAR2022 will be selected from submitted abstracts, providing an excellent 

opportunity for researchers to promote their work on an international stage. This opportunity is 
especially important for early career scientists. 

Abstracts can be submitted in one of 16 categories. Plenary, Concurrent and Workshop Session 
organisers will select speakers for their sessions from these abstracts. Everyone not selected for an oral 
presentation will be given the opportunity to present a poster (portrait orientation, A0 size). Delegates 

can also specifically apply to present a poster. 
Abstract submission deadline is March 15th 2022. We will contact delegates with the result of their 

application prior to the early registration deadline of April 15th. 
 

SUBMIT ABSTRACT HERE. 
 

https://www.aab.org.uk/event/ukplantscipresents-webinar-series/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UoccEsf0Qb69EtxT-ynVnQ
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://www.cvent.com/events/closed-transfer-systems-workshop/event-summary-44bc56bdf9a246f4a3f88a0cc2540e15.aspx
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-soil-biology/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/understanding-and-managing-biotic-and-abiotic-stresses-of-horticultural-crops/


 

An exciting opportunity is now available for an experienced weed scientist to join our Forest 
Ecology and Management team and contribute to Scion's innovative research in weed 
management science with a focus on forests and tree weeds. 

This role will support NZ growing more sustainable forests though adaptive management for 
varied forest types, ranging from permanent forests to highly productive forests, through to 
short-rotation energy forests. As part of the role you will address applied ecological questions 
on invasive plant and tree interactions and develop alternative vegetation management 
approaches with the aim of reducing the dependence on herbicides. This is a role that works 
closely with industry and landowners and provides an opportunity to deliver science that 
contributes to better environmental, social and economic outcomes for NZ. 
  

Applications close 10 December 2021. 

Advert: https://careers.sciencenewzealand.org/jobdetails/ajid/9Cun9/Senior-Scientist-Weed-
Scientist,44508.html    

Position Description: 
https://careers.sciencenewzealand.org/blob/Forest+Vegetation+Management+Scientist+PD+2
021.pdf?bm=intjd&id=07p8x7wtb98au6ucs2r170c29d&v=2  

 You will have a passion for science that achieves impacts for commercial forestry and forest 
related sectors with overall benefits to the New Zealand environment. To be successful in this 
role you will: 

• Be PhD qualified with 5 or more years of relevant work and research experience. 
• Have a reputation for science quality and impact in weed science and vegetation 

management. 
• Be experienced at developing and managing projects, and in overseeing research 

teams. 

All the best, 

Stuart Fraser; stuart.fraser@scionresearch.com 
Research Group Leader, Ecology and Environment 
Scion 
Titokorangi Drive (formerly Long Mile Road), Private Bag 3020, Rotorua 3046, New Zealand 

  

AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE 
Click on the links below to view the latest issues of our scientific journals. Remember that you will need an 

annual subscription to view our Annals of Applied Biology content so please contact 
Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) in the AAB Office if you are interested!

Annals of Applied Biology
Vol. 179 Iss. 3

NOVEMBER 2021

Plant Biotechnology Journal
Vol. 19 Iss. 11

NOVEMBER 2021

Association of the Applied Biologists is a member of the Plant Science Group of the Royal Society of Biology. 
AAb Executive Officer is the current Chairperson of the group.

This group publishes an excellent monthly Plant Science Newsletter that anyone can sign up for here.:

Members of the Association of Applied Biologists are eligible for a two-year 50% discount 
on Royal Society of Biology membership

Royal Society of Biology Membership

British Crop Production Council (BCPC) Newslink: CLICK HERE

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2021/179/3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2021/19/11
https://www.rsb.org.uk/policy/groups-and-committees/ukpsf
https://www.rsb.org.uk/membership
https://www.bcpc.org/news-opinion/bcpc-newslink


A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest to our members and 
their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles may range from blogs, or discussion topics 
right the way through to some professionally published content. 
We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy to receive additional 

content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper column which you think would be of 
interest to our members please feel free to send it to John (john@aab.org.uk)

AAB Membership Rates 2021

Membership Type
Full
Retired
Student
New Student Members Deal
Get a FREE book from our Aspects of Applied Biology 
series + Annual Membership

£
62.00
31.00
20.00
*£5.00

*£5.00 for the first year with 
valid student ID and a Direct 

Debit  Mandate form returned for 
subsequent years

Members are also entitled to receive the following 
publications at reduced rates.
Annals of Applied Biology
Printed (hard copy)
Online (UK & Europe*)
Online (rest of world)
Printed + Online (UK & Europe*) 
Printed + Online (rest of world)

* VAT incl. for UK & European members

85.00
75.56
62.96
116.59
111.04

The AAB NewsHub

• Brazil: Amazon sees worst deforestation levels in 15 years (BBC)
• COP26: What was agreed at the Glasgow climate conference? (BBC)
• What we know so far about AY.4.2 and other new coronavirus variants (New Scientist)
• How do humans affect the nitrogen cycle? (New Scientist)
• China creates vast research infrastructure to support ambitious climate goals (Nature)
• Universities to combat race bias in research (BBC)
• Albert Einstein relativity document sells for record €11m (BBC)

For any membership enquiries please feel free to contact Alberto in the AAB Office by email at:
alberto@aab.org.uk

Why Should I Join the AAB? 

Aspects of Applied Biology Marketplace

Aspects of Applied Biology is a series of conference proceedings produced by the Association 
from some of our organised events. Each issue of Aspects is produced in advance of the relevant 
conference. Aspects articles DO NOT go through a full peer-review process but are thoroughly 
proofed and edited accordingly to ensure scientific validity. Aspects are available after the 
conference and are a valuable resource for those working or studying in the relevant field or even 
for those purely interested in the content.
Postage costs may work out cheaper for multiple purchases.

For our full list of Aspects of Applied Biology click here

If you wish to purchase a book which does not appear on the list or require information on 
multiple purchases, please contact Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) for a price.

Members of the association are entitled to many exclusive discounts and a 
whole range of dedicated content 

 
What do I receive with an AAB Membership? 

 
• A forum for applied biologists worldwide: network with the best in your 

specialism 
• Very discounted registration fees for our regular scientific conferences and 

workshops across the AAB's research interests 
• Significantly reduced subscriptions to AAB publications 
• Eligible to apply for 'Federation of European Societies of Plant Biologists' 

short term mobility grants (up to €3000) 
• Eligible to apply for AAB ECP Travel grants 
• Eligible to apply for the ‘AAB Carer Fund’, £500 accessibility grants.  

Download an  application form here 
• 30% discount on publications in our Aspects of Applied Biology series 
• Discounted membership to the Royal Society of Biology. AAB members 

receive a 50% discount on RSB membership! Download details here. 
• Opportunities to interact with the Global Plant Council 
 

Additional benefits for Student Members 
 

• ALL new student members who set up a direct debit payment will receive 
a FREE Aspects book of their choice, from our Aspects of Applied Biology 
Marketplace (if in stock), worth up to £40.00! 

• We encourage all of our specialist groups to adopt at least 1 student member - 
if you are interested in becoming part of a group, please contact the relevant 
convenor 

• We would also like our Student Members to be involved with our conference 
organisation so if this is something of interest please contact the AAB Office 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17447348
https://www.aab.org.uk/aspects-of-applied-biology


 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Association of Applied Biologists Early Career Professional 
Travel Grant Application Form 

 

Grants are available to all students or early career professionals (ECP, defined as being 
within 10 years of leaving full time education) to attend AAB events to provide a poster or 
oral presentation. Recipients do not need to be a member of the Association. Allowances 
are restricted to standard class flights, rail or bus fares (using a rail card if available). All 
grants are discretionary.  

Applications must be made at least 2 months before the meeting, to the AAB Executive 
Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The application will be assessed by the 
EO and AAB Council 
Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the event but on rare occasions up-

front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB EO and Council. 
 
 

More Information Here 
 
 
 

 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

      
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Association of Applied Biologists Carer Fund Application Form 

 
 

The AAB wants to provide opportunities for anyone to attend their events, 
irrespective of their personal circumstances. We understand that this might require 

financial assistance that is unavailable through conventional travel grants. 
 
The AAB has started the ‘AAB Carer fund’ that is open for applications from AAB 

members, who require additional help to attend either live and virtual AAB events. Each 
application will be judged on their individual merit but might be used for childcare, support 
care of elderly or disabled adult relatives or for personal use to facilitate accessibility needs 
(travel, audio-visual, personal help).  
 

We have £500 available for each application associated with each event. Please return 
this form to the AAB Executive Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The 

application will be assessed by the EO and the AAB Council. 
 
Please submit the application at least 2 months before the selected event, but early 

submission will be beneficial. Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the 
event but on rare occasions up-front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB 
EO and Council.  
 

More Information Here 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Membership, Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 
john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 

 
Registered Charity No. 275655 

 

  Dr G Parry, Executive Officer 
AAB Office   
Warwick Enterprise Park 
Wellesbourne 
Warwick CV35 9EF 
Tel:  +44 (0) 7411967414 
  
http://www.aab.org.uk 

      
           
The AAB are delighted to have become a member of the Federation of European Societies 
of Plant Biology (FESPB) 
 
FESPB aims to advance research, education, and the exchange of information amongst plant 
biologists within Europe and beyond. https://fespb.org/ 
 

 
As part of a FESPB affiliated Societies, AAB members are eligible to apply for these grants: 
 

- FESPB Awards to young European plant scientists. 
Two FESPB Awards for two young scientists selected by the FESPB Awards Committee from 

nominations put forward by each of the constituent Societies. Award are for €2000 and attendance 
to the FESPB congress. 
 
- Grants for short-term mobility for young researchers 

FESPB would offer short term mobility grants (up to €3000) for young researchers working 
with a group leader who is an AAB member.  
 
- Grants to attend FESPB Congress 

Support registration and accommodation at the FESPB congress. They will be open for 
AAB members or group members of AAB members. 
 

Please contact Geraint Parry (geraint@aab.org.uk) about these opportunities 
 


