
The Specialist Groups are the lifeblood of the Society. The majority of our events are generated from their areas 
of interest and the activities of their members. Each group is led by a Convener and includes members selected 
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AAB Specialist Groups:

AAB Executive Council Members
 Officers of council have been elected to administer the efficient running of the association. They adhere to 

working rules with each of the council members having specific roles. Those roles are also shown by task 
area.

OUR Mission
"To promote the study and advancement of all branches of Biology and in particular (but without preju-

dice to the generality of the foregoing), to foster the practice, growth and development of applied biology, 
with a focus on the application of biological sciences in the production of food, materials and energy, and 
for the maintenance and improvement of earth's environment"
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Applied Biology and Climate Change: AAB-COP26 webinar series.
November 1 - November 15 

The COP26 Climate Conference is hosted in Glasgow in November 2021 and is (another) critical moment for 
humanity to establish policies to combat the myriad threats posed by climate change. As a UK-based society the 
AAB will mark this important event by hosting a webinar series that looks at how applied biology is impacted by 

climate change and can play a role to mitigate its effects. 

AAB will host five coffee-time webinars throughout the duration of COP26 between November 1st-15th 2021. 
We have invited experts in various fields of applied biology to explore how their specialism is impacted by 
climate change. These webinars are hosted on zoom, begin at 11am (or 3pm on November 5th) and will last for 

45minutes, including questions.

REGSTER FOR FREE
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0Sh6LzrlRBWAellWb49hZg 

Monday November 1st 11am GMT: Luke Bell (University of Reading): Exploring climate 
impacts on horticultural crop production

Friday November 5th 3pm GMT: Julie Law (Harnessing Plants Initiative, Salk Institute): 
Boosting carbon storage in soil by enhancing root traits.

Monday November 8th 11am GMT: Ryan McGuire (Queens University, Belfast); Keerthi Bandru 
(Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research (ZALF), Jørgen Eivind Olesen (Aarhus 
Universitet): Modelling European Agriculture with Climate Change for Food Security: Science-

Policy Knowledge Forum Pilot

Friday November 12th 11am GMT: Fred Otu-Larbi (Lancaster University): Atmosphere-
Biosphere Interactions in a Changing Climate

Monday November 15th 11am GMT: Bob Rees (SRUC): What are the implications of net zero 
for UK agriculture?

SAVE THE DATE
AAB SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY DECEMBER 3RD 10-10:15AM GMT

This is a 15-minute Virtual meeting required to 
confirm transfer of AAB assets from current

 Unincorporated entity to the new
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). 

ATTENDANCE DETAILS TO FOLLOW SOON



Enhancing AAB Interactions with RHS Horticultural Science
By Geraint Parry, Association of Applied Biologists AO.

 Given its very applied nature, horticultural (and gardening) science should very much be integrated 
with the activities of the AAB. To promote these activities the AAB are organising a ‘HortStresses’ scientific 
conference in March 2022 hosted at the University of Reading. In this event participants will explore both the 
biotic and abiotic threats to horticultural crops. The ‘Call for Abstracts’ for this event has just opened and all the 
relevant information can be found on the event website: https://cvent.me/zkRYDw

 From a UK perspective this event will include key contributions from Universities and Research 
Institutes who undertake horticultural research such as Reading, York and Harper Adams…. Tellingly people 
may not immediately consider scientists from the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) as likely participants in 
this event. However the RHS has a long history of scientific activity and has recently opened state-of-the-art 
science facilities following the fantastic investment made in its scientific program. This is exemplified by the 
opening of the flagship RHS Hilltop venue as the ‘Home of Gardening Science’, located at Wisley in Surrey. These 
investments in infrastructure and in people will significantly enhance the science capacity of the RHS. 

 I had the opportunity to visit Hilltop, hosted by Dr Jassy Drakulic who works in Plant Health Team led 
by Dr Glen Powell, which in turn is part of the larger RHS Science team led by Professor Alistair Griffiths. When 
many people consider the RHS perhaps they think of the Chelsea Flower Show and an elderly cohort of members 
who carefully tend their floral gardens. However the science team is looking to add another aspect to the RHS by 
aiming to engage with the up-to 30million ‘gardening-scientists’ active in the UK.

 In 2019 RHS launched a ‘Science Strategy’ that coincided with the ground-breaking at the Hilltop facility. 
This strategy document has three key themes namely ‘Promoting garden plant diversity’, ‘Plant health: healthy 
plants, gardens and wildlife’ and ‘Environmental gardening for wellbeing’, which are all linked to the key 
aim of engaging the millions of UK potential citizen-science gardeners. The RHS Science Strategy makes the 
important observation that the cohort of gardening-scientists have enormous potential to perform observations 
and experiments that can add a huge amount to the sum of knowledge about the science of garden varieties 
and plant health. This is especially true for horticultural crops where their citizen-science inputs could have a 
significant impact on improving the growth of UK adapted varieties.

 Plant Health has been growing in prominence on the RHS agenda over recent years and in 2018 the Plant 
Health team added a new subsection devoted to Biosecurity for the RHS retail, gardens and flower shows and 

they have been involved in developing protocols to safeguard the horticultural sector against the growing threat 
of invasive plant pests and diseases being spread through international trade.

 As a regular visitor to RHS Wisley I have watched the rise-up of the building-site and a landscape garden 
of multi-million-pound Hilltop venue. Hilltop was opened in June 2021 and is a glorious venue for anyone 
interested in gardening science with interactive exhibits, Wisley library, Herbarium, Wellbeing Garden, Wildlife 
Garden and World Food Garden in which an excellent variety of horticultural crops can be observed as they 
grow. 

Behind the public-face Jassy showed me around the plant-health labs. These brand-new facilities have perhaps 
some of the best views that scientists could hope to have as they set-up DNA extractions and PCRs. I visited on 
a quiet Friday so I didn’t observe the labs  as being ‘worked-in spaces’. However, RHS support multiple full-time 
scientists, PhD students and summer students as well as doing a great job of recruiting students funded by other 
societies such as the BSPP or RSB. The RHS has also committed to directly funding 30 PhD students by 2025 
(an increase of 300%+ since 2014) so this larger cohort of researchers will undoubtedly help to ‘fill-the-space’ 
over the coming years. Jassy explained that an extremely positive aspect of working as an RHS scientist is the 
availability of permanent roles, which takes away the funding uncertainty that is a constant worry for scientists at 
most other research institutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Jassy also explained that the life of an RHS scientist is not only about lab or field research. To succeed 
at the RHS, scientists also undertake a significant proportion of public outreach and education; creating and 
updating online resources such as pest and disease profiles, giving on-site talks (the ‘Hilltop Live’ programme), 
interacting with public-facing citizen-science projects, teaching horticultural students and professionals about 
plant health and biosecurity, hosting school groups and work experience students, and providing advice to RHS 
members via the very popular ‘Gardening Advice’ lines.

 Jassy is currently involved in the ‘Check-a-Sweet-Chestnut’ project that hopes to map UK sweet chestnuts 
and uncover the incidence of the Oriental Chestnut gall wasp (https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/help-our-
research/check-a-sweet-chestnut) and was previously involved in the Honey-Fungus Hunt (https://www.rhs.
org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/honey-fungus-hunt) that revealed that mushrooms appear 
when plants are already dead or dying, and that the advice for managing honey fungus root rot is often not being 
followed suggesting that gardeners need new management tools to tackle this disease.

https://cvent.me/zkRYDw
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/help-our-research/check-a-sweet-chestnut
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/help-our-research/check-a-sweet-chestnut
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/honey-fungus-hunt
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/honey-fungus-hunt


 Elsewhere RHS have recently promoted a very successful Spittlebug Hunt, which was associated with 
the UKRI-funded BRIGIT-Xylella project (https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/
projects/xylella). 

 Plant Science will play a vital role in the ongoing challenges to combat the effects of climate change and to 
improve sustainability. RHS has recently launched its Sustainability Strategy that is centred on a ‘Plant-Friendly 
Gardening Campaign’ to encourage gardeners to actively promote sustainability and protect biodiversity. https://
www.rhs.org.uk/about-the-rhs/sustainability

 Of course the AAB agrees that many aspects of applied plant-science will be a critical component of any 
effective sustainability strategy. To coincide with upcoming COP26 climate conference we are hosting a webinar 
series that explores ‘Applied Biology and Climate Change’; which is kicked-off by Dr Luke Bell from University of 
Reading who is giving a talk entitled ‘Exploring climate impacts on horticultural crop production’ (https://www.
aab.org.uk/event/applied-biology-and-climate-change-aab-cop26-webinar-series/)

 The AAB very much looks forward to interacting with RHS scientists over the coming years, both by 
encouraging their participation in our events as well as to promote the happenings at the Hilltop facility. We 
will certainly explore the option to bring AAB events to Hilltop, which has a marvellous conference facility with 
glorious views and excellent resources.  

Thinking Differently about 
Soil-Borne Disease Management

10th November 2021, Virtually via ZOOM

Registration deadline is November 5th

 
REGISTRATION

AAB Members: £8.34-£12.50
Non-Members: £29.17-£66.67

Non-members will receive a free 
AAB membership until the end of 2022

Improving Global and Local IPM

17-18th November 2021, Hybrid event

Olde Barn Hotel, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, UK

 
REGISTRATION and FEES

In-person registration closes November 1st

Special issue of Annals of Applied Biology 
planned for June-July 2022 (Submission by 

15/12/2021, details to follow: 

Contact Carol Millman carol@aab.org.uk))

 Important Conference Updates (continued)

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/projects/xylella
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/plant-health-in-gardens/pathology/projects/xylella
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/applied-biology-and-climate-change-aab-cop26-webinar-series
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/applied-biology-and-climate-change-aab-cop26-webinar-series
https://web.cvent.com/event/adc5a4f6-0657-496b-bb81-a1bed45e7d7c/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/adc5a4f6-0657-496b-bb81-a1bed45e7d7c/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/adc5a4f6-0657-496b-bb81-a1bed45e7d7c/regProcessStep1
https://web.cvent.com/event/a5f7fd82-e791-4acb-8bac-81a2f8c67fdd/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/a5f7fd82-e791-4acb-8bac-81a2f8c67fdd/websitePage:f5f1940b-980e-4398-96f6-3b681ef5e4a3


Advances in Nematology
 

14th December 2021 
One-day Hybrid event hosted online and at 

The Linnean Society in Central London

REGISTER HERE

President: Professor Christine Foyer

Association of Applied Biologists, Warwick Enterprise Park, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9EF, UK
Registered Charity No. 275655; http://www.aab.org.uk

Tel: +44 (0)2476 999485  Email: John@aab.org.uk

Advances in Nematology 2021Advances in Nematology 2021
  One-day Hybrid event hosted online and
at The Linnean Society in central London

December 14th 2021

Abstract Submission Deadline:
October 15th 

https://www.aab.org.uk/abstract
Photograph supplied by Steve Edgington

CALL FOR PAPERSCALL FOR PAPERS
We invite contributions in areas encompassing all the applied 

biology of nematology (molecular biology of nematodes or 
hosts, ecology, epidemiology, management of plant-parasitic 

nematodes, entomopathogenic nematodes and emerging 
diagnostic methods).

Event website: https://cvent.me/D5Gx4G

 Important Conference Updates (continued)

International Advances in Pesticide 
Application

 
25th–27th January 2022 

Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine 
Westphalia, Germany

PROGRAMME AVAILABLE 

6th December 2021 

One-day Hybrid event hosted online and at the Marriott Hotel, Peterborough

Abstract Submision Deadline is November 5th
SUBMIT ABSTRACT HERE

Advances in soil biological knowledge has implications for the better management of soils. 
This event is a collaboration between AAB and AHDB Soil Biology and Soil Health partnership 

with an aim to showcase recent advances and identify the next frontiers in soil biology. We 
encourage all researchers advancing the science of soil biology to submit abstracts for either an 

oral and poster presentation.

Conference Sessions are expected to include:
– Soil community composition
– Soil biological functioning
– Molecular soil biology
– Co-design initiatives

This event is organised in collaboration with the
Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board

In-person registration AAB Members: £30-£75
In-person registration AAB Non-members: £55-£140
Virtual registration AAB Members: £15-£30
Virtual registration AAB Non-members: £40-£95

REGISTER HERE

https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://web.cvent.com/event/70498a65-3d00-4954-bfec-e509c17ff811/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/event/269ace0024bc4ed5b13f08e6be9c67c1/01d42484fff544709612efbf1fdb2203.pdf
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/
https://web.cvent.com/event/6687d082-aa82-4d30-a603-aa0fa6aa2d01/summary


AAB FORWARD CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

2021
28 September 
onward

#UKPlantSciPresents webinar series
Virtually via ZOOM. REGISTER for FREE

1-15 November AAB-COP26 webinar series
Virtually via ZOOM

3-4 November

Trees for the Future - Diversity and complexity for resilience and carbon 
storage 
University of Birmingham; HYBRID
(AAB Multi Disiplinary, University of Birmingham, Bifor)

10 November Thinking differently about soil-borne disease management
Virtually via ZOOM 
(Applied Mycology and Bacterilogy group)

11 November Decision Support Workshop
Virtually via ZOOM

17-18 November Improving Global and Local IPM
Olde Barn Hotel, Marston, Lincs UK; HYBRID 
(Biocontrol & IPM group)

06 December
Advances in Soil Biology
Marriott Hotel, Peterborough,  UK; HYBRID 
(In collaboration with the AHDB Soil Biology and Soil Health partnership)

14 December
Advances in Nematology 2021
Linnean Society, London, UK; HYBRID 
(Nematology group)

2022
25-27 January International Advances in Pesticide Application       

Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine Westphalia, Germany 
(Pesticide Application Group)

9 March Closed Transfer Systems Workshop
Wrest Park, & Silsoe Spray Application Group, Silsoe, Bedford, UK; HYBRID 
(Pesticide Application Group)

22-24 March Exploring Innovative strategies to reduce agricultural GHG and Ammonia 
outputs
Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh
(Cropping and the Environment group/Scottish Government)

29-30 March Understanding and managing biotic and abiotic stresses of horticultural crops
University of Reading
(Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement group)

6-8 September Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed Landscapes
Copthorne Hotel, Slough, UK
(Cropping and the Environment group/University of Reading/
British Ecological Society/Royal Entomological Society)

AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE 
Click on the links below to view the latest issues of our scientific journals. Remember that you will need an 

annual subscription to view our Annals of Applied Biology content so please contact 
Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) in the AAB Office if you are interested!

Annals of Applied Biology
Vol. 179 Iss. 2

SEPTEMBER 2021

Plant Biotechnology Journal
Vol. 19 Iss. 10

OCTOBER 2021

Association of the Applied Biologists is a member of the Plant Science Group of the Royal Society of Biology. 
AAb Executive Officer is the current Chairperson of the group.

This group publishes an excellent monthly Plant Science Newsletter that anyone can sign up for here.:

Members of the Association of Applied Biologists are eligible for a two-year 50% discount 
on Royal Society of Biology membership

Royal Society of Biology Membership

British Crop Production Council (BCPC) Newslink: CLICK HERE

https://www.aab.org.uk/event/ukplantscipresents-webinar-series/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UoccEsf0Qb69EtxT-ynVnQ
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/applied-biology-and-climate-change-aab-cop26-webinar-series/
https://web.cvent.com/event/7b5363f0-6301-4ca0-beab-06a1d1c5c1ec/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/7b5363f0-6301-4ca0-beab-06a1d1c5c1ec/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/adc5a4f6-0657-496b-bb81-a1bed45e7d7c/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/a5f7fd82-e791-4acb-8bac-81a2f8c67fdd/summary
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-soil-biology/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://www.cvent.com/events/closed-transfer-systems-workshop/event-summary-44bc56bdf9a246f4a3f88a0cc2540e15.aspx
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/understanding-and-managing-biotic-and-abiotic-stresses-of-horticultural-crops/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2021/179/2
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2021/19/10
https://www.rsb.org.uk/policy/groups-and-committees/ukpsf
https://www.rsb.org.uk/membership
https://www.bcpc.org/news-opinion/bcpc-newslink


Virtual Event: Postgraduate Study in Plant Health in the UK

17th November 2021 at 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm GMT Free

https://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/virtual-event-postgraduate-study-in-plant-health-in-the-uk/

Are you interested in tackling challenges in sustainable agriculture, forestry and horticulture and 
in researching or developing a career in plant health?

The British Society for Plant Pathology, Royal Society of Biology and the Association of Applied 
Biologists invites prospective masters, PGCert, PGDip or PhD students to join us for a virtual 

event that will introduce opportunities for postgraduate study in plant health in the UK.

Get advice from academic representatives from programmes across the UK on preparing and 
applying for postgraduate study. Hear from current students and alumni about their personal 

experiences.

Registration deadline: 14th November 2021

The Assocation of Applied Biologists are a proud signatory 
of the Global Plant Council statement. 

Read the statement here: 

https://globalplantcouncil.org/activities/challenges/adaptation-to-
climate-change/climate-change-statement

https://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/virtual-event-postgraduate-study-in-plant-health-in-the-uk/
https://globalplantcouncil.org/activities/challenges/adaptation-to-climate-change/climate-change-sta
https://globalplantcouncil.org/activities/challenges/adaptation-to-climate-change/climate-change-sta


A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest to our members and 
their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles may range from blogs, or discussion topics 
right the way through to some professionally published content. 
We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy to receive additional 

content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper column which you think would be of 
interest to our members please feel free to send it to John (john@aab.org.uk)

AAB Membership Rates 2021

Membership Type
Full
Retired
Student
New Student Members Deal
Get a FREE book from our Aspects of Applied Biology 
series + Annual Membership

£
62.00
31.00
20.00
*£5.00

*£5.00 for the first year with 
valid student ID and a Direct 

Debit  Mandate form returned for 
subsequent years

Members are also entitled to receive the following 
publications at reduced rates.
Annals of Applied Biology
Printed (hard copy)
Online (UK & Europe*)
Online (rest of world)
Printed + Online (UK & Europe*) 
Printed + Online (rest of world)

* VAT incl. for UK & European members

85.00
75.56
62.96
116.59
111.04

The AAB NewsHub

• How will climate change impact our woodlands? (BBC)
• Climate change: Voices from global south muted by climate science (BBC)
• Nobel in physics: Climate science breakthroughs earn prize (BBC)
• Stink bug discovery raises fears of threat to crops (BBC)
• The race to save California’s famous sequoia trees (BBC)
• How mRNA is transforming the way we treat illnesses from flu to cancer (New Scientist)
• WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin (GHG Bulletin) - No.17 (World Meteorological 

Organization)
• The cutaneous manifestations of COVID-19 disease (British Journal of Dermatology)
• Climate change: Human activity makes forests emit carbon (BBC)

For any membership enquiries please feel free to contact Alberto in the AAB Office by email at:
alberto@aab.org.uk

Why Should I Join the AAB? 

Aspects of Applied Biology Marketplace

Aspects of Applied Biology is a series of conference proceedings produced by the Association 
from some of our organised events. Each issue of Aspects is produced in advance of the relevant 
conference. Aspects articles DO NOT go through a full peer-review process but are thoroughly 
proofed and edited accordingly to ensure scientific validity. Aspects are available after the 
conference and are a valuable resource for those working or studying in the relevant field or even 
for those purely interested in the content.
Postage costs may work out cheaper for multiple purchases.

For our full list of Aspects of Applied Biology click here

If you wish to purchase a book which does not appear on the list or require information on 
multiple purchases, please contact Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) for a price.

Members of the association are entitled to many exclusive discounts and a 
whole range of dedicated content 

 
What do I receive with an AAB Membership? 

 
• A forum for applied biologists worldwide: network with the best in your 

specialism 
• Very discounted registration fees for our regular scientific conferences and 

workshops across the AAB's research interests 
• Significantly reduced subscriptions to AAB publications 
• Eligible to apply for 'Federation of European Societies of Plant Biologists' 

short term mobility grants (up to €3000) 
• Eligible to apply for AAB ECP Travel grants 
• Eligible to apply for the ‘AAB Carer Fund’, £500 accessibility grants.  

Download an  application form here 
• 30% discount on publications in our Aspects of Applied Biology series 
• Discounted membership to the Royal Society of Biology. AAB members 

receive a 50% discount on RSB membership! Download details here. 
• Opportunities to interact with the Global Plant Council 
 

Additional benefits for Student Members 
 

• ALL new student members who set up a direct debit payment will receive 
a FREE Aspects book of their choice, from our Aspects of Applied Biology 
Marketplace (if in stock), worth up to £40.00! 

• We encourage all of our specialist groups to adopt at least 1 student member - 
if you are interested in becoming part of a group, please contact the relevant 
convenor 

• We would also like our Student Members to be involved with our conference 
organisation so if this is something of interest please contact the AAB Office 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17447348
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-58805835
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58808509
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58790160
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58809987
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-58849637
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25133562-500-how-mrna-is-transforming-the-way-we-treat-illnesses-from-flu-to-cancer/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2021-10-13-mRNA-revolution
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=21975#.YXfRiRrMKUm
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/bjd.19163
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59065127
https://www.aab.org.uk/aspects-of-applied-biology


 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Association of Applied Biologists Early Career Professional 
Travel Grant Application Form 

 

Grants are available to all students or early career professionals (ECP, defined as being 
within 10 years of leaving full time education) to attend AAB events to provide a poster or 
oral presentation. Recipients do not need to be a member of the Association. Allowances 
are restricted to standard class flights, rail or bus fares (using a rail card if available). All 
grants are discretionary.  

Applications must be made at least 2 months before the meeting, to the AAB Executive 
Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The application will be assessed by the 
EO and AAB Council 
Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the event but on rare occasions up-

front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB EO and Council. 
 
 

More Information Here 
 
 
 

 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

      
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Association of Applied Biologists Carer Fund Application Form 

 
 

The AAB wants to provide opportunities for anyone to attend their events, 
irrespective of their personal circumstances. We understand that this might require 

financial assistance that is unavailable through conventional travel grants. 
 
The AAB has started the ‘AAB Carer fund’ that is open for applications from AAB 

members, who require additional help to attend either live and virtual AAB events. Each 
application will be judged on their individual merit but might be used for childcare, support 
care of elderly or disabled adult relatives or for personal use to facilitate accessibility needs 
(travel, audio-visual, personal help).  
 

We have £500 available for each application associated with each event. Please return 
this form to the AAB Executive Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The 

application will be assessed by the EO and the AAB Council. 
 
Please submit the application at least 2 months before the selected event, but early 

submission will be beneficial. Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the 
event but on rare occasions up-front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB 
EO and Council.  
 

More Information Here 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Membership, Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 
john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 

 
Registered Charity No. 275655 

 

  Dr G Parry, Executive Officer 
AAB Office   
Warwick Enterprise Park 
Wellesbourne 
Warwick CV35 9EF 
Tel:  +44 (0) 7411967414 
  
http://www.aab.org.uk 

      
           
The AAB are delighted to have become a member of the Federation of European Societies 
of Plant Biology (FESPB) 
 
FESPB aims to advance research, education, and the exchange of information amongst plant 
biologists within Europe and beyond. https://fespb.org/ 
 

 
As part of a FESPB affiliated Societies, AAB members are eligible to apply for these grants: 
 

- FESPB Awards to young European plant scientists. 
Two FESPB Awards for two young scientists selected by the FESPB Awards Committee from 

nominations put forward by each of the constituent Societies. Award are for €2000 and attendance 
to the FESPB congress. 
 
- Grants for short-term mobility for young researchers 

FESPB would offer short term mobility grants (up to €3000) for young researchers working 
with a group leader who is an AAB member.  
 
- Grants to attend FESPB Congress 

Support registration and accommodation at the FESPB congress. They will be open for 
AAB members or group members of AAB members. 
 

Please contact Geraint Parry (geraint@aab.org.uk) about these opportunities 
 


