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‘Promoting Applied Research in Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Food Science’

ASSOCIATION OF APPLIED BIOLOGISTS
President: Prof. Christine Foyer, BSc, PhD

December 2021December 2021

AAB Specialist Groups:

AAB Executive Council Members
 Officers of council have been elected to administer the efficient running of the association. They adhere to 

working rules with each of the council members having specific roles. Those roles are also shown by task 
area.

OUR Mission
"To promote the study and advancement of all branches of Biology and in particular (but without preju-

dice to the generality of the foregoing), to foster the practice, growth and development of applied biology, 
with a focus on the application of biological sciences in the production of food, materials and energy, and 
for the maintenance and improvement of earth's environment"

Applied Mycology And Bacteriology
Biological Control and Integrated Pest Management

Cropping And The Environment
Food Systems
Nematology

Pesticide Application
Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement

Soil Biology
Virology
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https://www.aab.org.uk/soil-biology
https://www.aab.org.uk/virology


Happy New Year
from the AAB

We look forward to seeing you at
one of our events in 2022

Improving Global and Local IPM
November 2021 saw the re-launch of our annual “Advances in Biocontrol & IPM” conference after its absence 

in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this year with the theme of “Improving Global and Local IPM“. Acting 
to address a trend of declining attendance in recent  years, 2021 was a year of evolutionary change for the 
conference. Based on the results of a small survey, follow-up discussions with industry, and feedback from 
exploratory discussions at the Group’s webinar in February 2021, several new features were introduced. We 
moved to a fully hybrid format to facilitate involvement of those not able to attend in person. The requirement 
for academic work to engage with industry earlier in the research cycle (and to directly support the needs of 
industry), and discussion of how to achieve this was given increased prominence. Similarly, the need for industry 
to provide near market advice to assist academics to design work that focuses more closely on industry needs 
(market demand) was specifically incorporated into the programme.

The response to these attempts to move forward was encouraging, with a strong increase in the number of 
platform presentations offered by delegates leading to the four very full sessions:

o New developments in Biocontrol & IPM
o New technologies in Biocontrol & IPM
o Challenges for Biocontrol and IPM
o IPM Research to Application – Bridging the Gap?



The Nematology Group
The Nematology Group consists of a diverse set of representatives from Government, Academia, Research and 

Consultancy. The group meets twice a year, with an AGM held at the annual ‘Advances in Nematology’ meeting 
in December. An autumn Nematology Group meeting is used to discuss and plan forthcoming conferences as well 
as other wider nematology related initiatives.

Convener: Steve Edgington (CABI)

Group members: Matthew Back (Harper Adams University), Keith Davies (University of Hertfordshire), Andy 
Evans (SRUC), Rebecca Lawson (Fera), Lindy Holden-Dye (University of Southampton), Catherine Lilley 
(University of Leeds) and Alistair Wright (BBRO).

Advances in Nematology 2021
We went virtual for our Advances meet in 2020 and it worked really well, an increase in numbers, good global 

representation but keeping the students at the heart of the meet, but there was still the feeling that in-person 
brings advantages that we shouldn’t ignore, so in 2021 we went for the best of both worlds and went hybrid. Just 
a shame that four days before the event Omicron hit and a large number of delegates couldn’t physically get to 
the event. We held it at the Linnean Society in London, such an historical and superb venue. The plus was the 
significant increase in delegate numbers from 2020, up from around 70 to over 120. But alas only 10 of us were 
able to make it to the venue. Never mind, it didn’t stop us having a great event with a packed schedule. And the 
sound and visual production team ensured those joining virtually still had an inclusive experience, in fact the best 
we could have hoped to have given. Two invited speakers, 11 other platforms both in-person and virtual and an 

Invited speakers were carefully selected to reflect the objectives of each sessions and included two from industrial 
companies, a farmer, and three academics (two from North America). Questions and discussion after each paper 
had to be carefully handled to ensure that online delegates had the opportunity to contribute fully. This was 
achieved by remote delegates sending thoughts via a chat function which were picked up by a dedicated organiser 
in the room and raised on their behalf. Inevitably, lessons are learnt whenever a new venture is tried and although 
the number of contributions from each delegate “type” was good, post-conference feedback has suggested further 
improved procedures for questions/discussion which will be picked up next time.

Designing the poster session also offered a challenge to organisers which was solved by making them assessable 
online, although in-person delegates could additionally bring a physical presentation. Presenters had the 
opportunity to introduce their work in a 5-minute flash talk. The session worked well and also provided ideas for 
further improvements at future events.

The conference ended with a general discussion; online delegates were divided into three break-out groups, with 
a further three for in-person delegates, and each was asked to discuss three themes that had emerged during the 
conference and report back on their conclusions. The issues centred on (i) what will drive the adoption of IPM 
in open field agriculture; (ii) what would be needed to become a leader in biological product use in Europe post 
Brexit; and (iii) whether the well-used IPM pyramid was the best way to describe IPM, and if not, what could be 
changed. There was an interesting level of consistency when groups reported their conclusions and it is planned 
to post a summary on the AAB website.

The outcome of other (non-scientific) aspects of the conference was also encouraging. The organisers had set 
themselves a number of targets and these have been fully (or in one case largely) met. The headline is delegate 
numbers increased by approximately 70%. Within this figure, the number of international delegates also increased 
significantly with many more international speakers (offered and invited) and delegates from each of Africa, Asia, 
Australia, Europe and North America. Equally importantly, the decline in industry attendance noted in recent 
years was also reversed (both as delegates and speakers). 

Feedback from the delegates after the conference was consistently positive with the balance of new v old 
features generally approved of,  and with a few helpful suggestions for future conferences, for which we are very 
grateful and which will be implemented. Thus the hybrid conference format is likely to be here to stay, planning 
is underway for the next event in 2022 and some further exciting developments and opportunities are being 
discussed. This report would not be complete if we did not thank Geraint Parry, John Andrews and the AAB 
Office for all their hard work, which made the conference possible and the load of other organisers much lighter 
than it would otherwise have been. We would also thank both the in-person and online delegates for all their 
contributions, which made it the interesting and lively event that it was.

                           L- Eugenia Fezza                                                          R- Cindayniah Godfrey



Advances record (or certainly in the last 10 years) of 30 posters. Our two invited speakers did a great job and we 
were so grateful that they found the time to join us; Sebastian Eves-Van Den Akker (University of Cambridge) 
gave a great talk on some amazing science behind host-nematode interactions and Solveig Haukeland (ICIPE) 
joined us from Kenya to talk potato cyst nematodes in East Africa, a first for many of our delegates and a most 
welcome addition to the meet. Around these keynotes we tried to have papers that highlighted the diversity of 
nematode research that’s going on and as always making sure we had a good number of student presentations – 
this year 9 of the 11 papers were from students. We had papers on a broad range of topics, covering plant parasitic, 
entomopathogenic and free-living nematodes; with an excellent balance between fundamental nematode science 
and ‘in-the-field’ application. As in previous years, two awards were given to students. The Brian Kerry Award 
for the best platform presentation was a tie with the award split between James Price (James Hutton Institute) and 
Olaf Kranse (University of Cambridge). The AAB Poster Prize went to a great piece of work from David Pires 
(University of Évora, Portugal). A big thank you as ever to the judges and to CABI for kindly donating a book for 
the Brian Kerry Award. So overall yes, we were hit just at the wrong time with the obvious menace but it didn’t 
stop us delivering a thoroughly enjoyable event and here’s to meeting again in 2022.

Nematology Group

More information about the Soil Biology group can be found here:

https://www.aab.org.uk/specialist-groups/soil-biology/

 

Introducing the AAB Soil Biology Specialist Group

The AAB Soil Biology group has had a recent refresh!

The new convener is Dr Jackie Stroud who is a lecturer at Scotlands’ Rural College (SRUC) and an expert on the 
importance of earthworms to support healthy soils. Jackie recruited a range of experts from across the multiple 

areas from academia, government and farming to join this new-old group!

The group met for the first time online in early December and it was refreshing to hear a range of opinions about 
how the group can support soil biology from the lab to the field. Healthy soils are vitally important for agricultural 
success and the AAB group will hope to support activities of experts who use approaches in applied biology to 

improve soil health.

The interests of the Soil Biology group have obvious overlap with the APP, CATE and Nematology groups; to 
name just a few. Hopefully cross-group collaborations will develop over the coming year(s).

In collaboration with the AHDB the Soil biology group is the lead organiser of the ‘Advances in Soil Biology’ 
meeting that will be held in Peterborough on March 17th 2022. Abstract submission is open until Mid-January so 

please consider getting involved with this exciting event.

Visit Event Website

Brian Kerry award winner Olaf Kranse

The meeting was watched over by some esteemed guest

https://www.aab.org.uk/specialist-groups/soil-biology/
https://web.cvent.com/event/6687d082-aa82-4d30-a603-aa0fa6aa2d01/summary


President: Professor Christine Foyer

Association of Applied Biologists, Warwick Enterprise Park, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9EF, UK
Registered Charity No. 275655; http://www.aab.org.uk

Tel: +44 (0)2476 999485  Email: John@aab.org.uk

In collaboration with
Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board

  One-day Hybrid event hosted online and
at the Marriott hotel, Peterborough, UK

17th March 2022

Abstract Submission Deadline:
15th January 2022 

https://www.aab.org.uk/abstract
Photograph supplied by Jackie Stroud

CALL FOR ABSTRACTSCALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Advances in soil biological knowledge has implications for the better 

management of soils.  This event is a collaboration between AAB 
and AHDB Soil Biology and Soil Health partnership with an aim to 

showcase recent advances and identify the next frontiers in soil biology.

Sessions will cover: soil community composition, soil biological 
functioning, molecular soil biology and co-design initiatives.

We encourage all researchers advancing the science of soil biology to 
submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations.  

Event website: https://cvent.me/zkRYDw 

Advances in Soil BiologyAdvances in Soil Biology Association of Applied Biologists
‘Applied Tree Biology’ Specialist Group

The AAB recently co-hosted the successful Tree for the Future event together with the Birmingham Institute for 
Forest Research and the JABBS Foundation. This event brought together a broad range of academics, research 

scientists, foresters and policy-makers and yet highlighted there are clear gaps between how these different 
areas of the tree-community interact. This provides a potential opportunity for the AAB to play a role to bring 

together these members of the community.

Toward the end of the ‘Trees for the Future’ meeting AAB President Christine Foyer floated the idea of the 
formation of a AAB specialist group focused on ‘Applied Tree Biology’ 

that could link different interested groups.
 

An AAB specialist group has funding and organisational support to arrange meetings/workshops/conferences 
that are proposed by the group members. Specialist group committees have up to 10 members recruited from 
across the community representing a range of views as to what might be needed to move forward and support 

the community.

FYI: https://www.aab.org.uk/specialist-groups/

 

The AAB Executive Officer is exploring options for setting up an ‘Applied Tree Biology’ specialist group, who 
might want to be involved with the group and what would be its remit. It will be important to distinguish this 

from forestry-focused groups by bringing tree researchers together with practitioners.

If this is something that you think yourself or a colleague might wish to be involved then please get in contact 
Geraint parry (geraint@aab.org.uk). 

This might well be an excellent opportunity to bring together different groups to arrange events that have 
cross-community relevance....and have someone else do all the organising :)

Coast redwood forest, North California: Image courtesy of Jo Bradwell, JABBS 

https://www.aab.org.uk/specialist-groups


VISIT EVENT WEBSITE

The International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR) is an annual gathering of up to 1000 scientists 
whose primary research organism i  the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana. This meeting embraces the 

remarkable contribution that Arabidopsis has made to our understanding of plant science. 

ICAR2022 takes place at the International Conference Centre in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Belfast lies within 
the beautiful country of Northern Ireland that was used as the backdrop for Game of Thrones.

ICAR meetings are independently organised without the financial backing of an established society. ICAR2022 
is organised by Arabidopsis Events UK with support for abstract submission and registrations from the 

Association of Applied Biologists.

Come for the Science, Stay for the Stories

In-person registration opens on January 1st 2022

Early registration for in-person delegates closes March 31st

ECP/student Registration: £380+VAT
Regular registration: £600+VAT

Middle registration for in-person delegates closes April 30th

ECP/student Registration: £480+VAT
Regular registration: £700+VAT

Late registration for in-person delegates closes May 31st

ECP/student Registration: £580+VAT
Regular registration: £800+VAT

Registration for online delegates closes June 6th 
ECP/student Registration: £75+VAT

Regular registration: £150+VAT

Group registrations

To encourage multiple registrations from the same institutions we are happy to offer group registration for 
groups of more than five people who are somehow linked. Each of these registrations will have a 10% discount. 
Please contact Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk to receive a discount code. The deadline for using the code 

is February 15th 2022. This will help with up-front venue payments.

Instructions for Abstract Submission

The majority of speakers at ICAR2022 will be selected from submitted abstracts, providing an excellent 
opportunity for researchers to promote their work on an international stage. This opportunity is especially 

important for early career scientists.

Abstracts can be submitted in one of 16 categories. Plenary, Concurrent and Workshop Session organisers will 
select speakers for their sessions from these abstracts. Everyone not selected for an oral presentation will be 

given the opportunity to present a poster (portrait orientation, A0 size). Delegates can also specifically apply to 
present a poster.

List of Concurrent Sessions and Workshops

Abstract submission deadline to be considered for an oral presentation is March 15th 2022. We will contact 
delegates with the result of their application prior to the early registration deadline of April 15th.

Abstract submission deadline to be considered for a poster presentation is April 15th 2022. 

Abstract Submission Categories
1- Epigenetics and Chromatin biology
2- Arabidopsis at the frontier of applied biology
3- Exploring the Dynamic Proteome
4- Systems biology approaches to reveal gene function
5- Adaptation to abiotic stimuli
6- Plant Morphogenesis
7- Functions of the peripheral of the plant cell
8- Cell Signalling
9- New tools for plant cell biology
10- Plant immunity
11- Hormone and nutrient signalling
12- Plant development
13- Regulation of gene expression
14- Plant nutrition
15- Adaptive evolution and global change genomics
16- Exploring the biology of Arabidopsis

SUBMIT ABSTRACT HERE.

https://web.cvent.com/event/93e87fea-a118-4c33-8ae9-3aba4090f40a/summary
https://www.iccbelfast.com/
https://www.hbo.com/game-of-thrones
https://www.arabidopsisevents.uk/
https://www.aab.org.uk/
mailto:geraint@aab.org.uk
https://web.cvent.com/event/93e87fea-a118-4c33-8ae9-3aba4090f40a/websitePage:74fe10c3-6547-4894-95cd-2124eee733fa
https://www.aab.org.uk/submit-an-abstract-icar2022/


 Important Conference Updates

International Advances in Pesticide 
Application

Postponed from 25th-27th January 2022
27th–29th September 2022

Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine 
Westphalia, Germany

REGISTER HERE

PROGRAMME AVAILABLE 

Exploring Innovative strategies to 
reduce agricultural GHG 

and Ammonia outputs

22nd - 24th March 2022 
Hosted at the Macdonald Holyrood Hotel

Edinburgh, UK

SUBMIT an ABSTRACT

 DEADLINE 22nd January 2022

Understanding and managing biotic and 
abiotic stresses of horticultural crops

29th - 30th March 2022 
Two-day Hybrid event hosted online and at 

University of Reading, UK

SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
 DEADLINE 29th January 2022

Shaping the Future for Pollinators
Innovations in Farmed Landscapes

6th - 8th September 2022 
Three-day event hosted at: 

Copthorne Hotel, Slough-Windsor, UK

SUBMIT an ABSTRACT
 DEADLINE 31st March 2022

https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/regProcessStep1
https://custom.cvent.com/05F40F40EA964BBB968323D70A3E1C38/files/event/269ace0024bc4ed5b13f08e6be9c67c1/01d42484fff544709612efbf1fdb2203.pdf
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/hortstresses-2022/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/hortstresses-2022/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/
https://web.cvent.com/event/d683450f-8146-489c-91e9-1d75fdc94fe4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/d683450f-8146-489c-91e9-1d75fdc94fe4/summary
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-nematology-2021-2/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract/


AAB FORWARD CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

2022

9 March Closed Transfer Systems Workshop
Wrest Park, & Silsoe Spray Application Group, Silsoe, Bedford, UK; HYBRID 
(Pesticide Application Group)

17 March Advances in Soil Biology (Postponed from 6th December 2021)
Marriott Hotel, Peterborough,  UK; HYBRID (In collaboration with the AHDB 
Soil Biology and Soil Health partnership)

22-24 March Exploring Innovative strategies to reduce agricultural GHG and Ammonia 
outputs
Macdonald Holyrood Hotel, Edinburgh
(Cropping and the Environment group/SRUC/Scottish Government)

29-30 March Understanding and managing biotic and abiotic stresses of horticultural crops
University of Reading
(Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement group)

20-24 June International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR2022)
ICC Belfast

6-8 September Shaping the Future for Pollinators: Innovations in Farmed Landscapes
Copthorne Hotel, Slough, UK
(Cropping and the Environment group/University of Reading/
British Ecological Society/Royal Entomological Society)

20-22 
September

AAB Biennial Presidents Forward Look
Venue: TBC

27-29 
September

International Advances in Pesticide Application
Chamber of Agriculture, North Rhine Westphalia, Germany 
(Pesticide Application Group)

5-7 October Advances in Virology
Antalya, Turkey

December AAB-BSPP event. ‘Coping with Change within Agrosystem health and 
resilience’ 
Venue: TBC

AAB Journals: New Issues Now AVAILABLE 
Click on the links below to view the latest issues of our scientific journals. Remember that you will need an 

annual subscription to view our Annals of Applied Biology content so please contact 
Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) in the AAB Office if you are interested!

Annals of Applied Biology
Vol. 179 Iss. 3

NOVEMBER 2021

Plant Biotechnology Journal
Vol. 19 Iss. 12

DECEMBER 2021

Association of the Applied Biologists is a member of the Plant Science Group of the Royal Society of Biology. 
AAb Executive Officer is the current Chairperson of the group.

This group publishes an excellent monthly Plant Science Newsletter that anyone can sign up for here.:

Members of the Association of Applied Biologists are eligible for a two-year 50% discount on 
Royal Society of Biology membership Royal Society of Biology Membership

British Crop Production Council (BCPC) Newslink: CLICK HERE

The Agricultural Ecology Group

The Royal Entomological Society

https://www.cvent.com/events/closed-transfer-systems-workshop/event-summary-44bc56bdf9a246f4a3f88a0cc2540e15.aspx
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/advances-in-soil-biology/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/exploring-innovative-strategies-to-reduce-agricultural-ghg-and-ammonia-outputs/
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/understanding-and-managing-biotic-and-abiotic-stresses-of-horticultural-crops/
https://web.cvent.com/event/93e87fea-a118-4c33-8ae9-3aba4090f40a/summary
https://www.aab.org.uk/event/shaping-the-future-for-pollinators-innovations-in-farmed-landscapes/
https://web.cvent.com/event/269ace00-24bc-4ed5-b13f-08e6be9c67c1/summary
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2021/179/3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2021/19/12
https://www.rsb.org.uk/policy/groups-and-committees/ukpsf
https://www.rsb.org.uk/membership
https://www.bcpc.org/news-opinion/bcpc-newslink
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/membership-community/special-interest-groups/agricultural-ecology/
https://www.royensoc.co.uk/


A dedicated section for generic news content which we believe will be of significant interest to our members and 
their peers, for every single newsletter that we release. These articles may range from blogs, or discussion topics 
right the way through to some professionally published content. 
We will continue to scout around for the latest news but as always, we are more than happy to receive additional 

content from our readers... If you come across an article or a newspaper column which you think would be of 
interest to our members please feel free to send it to John (john@aab.org.uk)

AAB Membership Rates 2021

Membership Type
Full
Retired
Student
New Student Members Deal

£
62.00
31.00
20.00

Members are also entitled to receive the following 
publications at reduced rates.
Annals of Applied Biology
Printed (hard copy)
Online (UK & Europe*)
Online (rest of world)
Printed + Online (UK & Europe*) 
Printed + Online (rest of world)

* VAT incl. for UK & European members

85.00
75.56
62.96
116.59
111.04

The AAB NewsHub

• New plan to pay farmers who protect winter soil (BBC)

• Scientists claim big advance in using DNA to store data (BBC)

• UK chief vet warns avian flu at phenomenal level in UK (BBC)

• Largest-ever millipede fossil found on Northumberland beach (BBC)

• Brazil wildfires killed an estimated 17 million animals (BBC)

• How reliable are covid-19 lateral flow tests for detecting omicron? (New Scientist)

• Ambergris: What fragrant whale excretions tell us about ancient oceans (New Scientist)

For any membership enquiries please feel free to contact Alberto in the AAB Office by email at:
alberto@aab.org.uk

Why Should I Join the AAB? 

Aspects of Applied Biology Marketplace

Aspects of Applied Biology is a series of conference proceedings produced by the Association 
from some of our organised events. Each issue of Aspects is produced in advance of the relevant 
conference. Aspects articles DO NOT go through a full peer-review process but are thoroughly 
proofed and edited accordingly to ensure scientific validity. Aspects are available after the 
conference and are a valuable resource for those working or studying in the relevant field or even 
for those purely interested in the content.
Postage costs may work out cheaper for multiple purchases.

For our full list of Aspects of Applied Biology click here

If you wish to purchase a book which does not appear on the list or require information on 
multiple purchases, please contact Bernadette (bernadette@aab.org.uk) for a price.

Members of the association are entitled to many exclusive discounts and a 
whole range of dedicated content 

 
What do I receive with an AAB Membership? 

 
• A forum for applied biologists worldwide: network with the best in your 

specialism 
• Very discounted registration fees for our regular scientific conferences and 

workshops across the AAB's research interests 
• Significantly reduced subscriptions to AAB publications 
• Eligible to apply for 'Federation of European Societies of Plant Biologists' 

short term mobility grants (up to €3000) 
• Eligible to apply for AAB ECP Travel grants 
• Eligible to apply for the ‘AAB Carer Fund’, £500 accessibility grants.  

Download an  application form here 
• 30% discount on publications in our Aspects of Applied Biology series 
• Discounted membership to the Royal Society of Biology. AAB members 

receive a 50% discount on RSB membership! Download details here. 
• Opportunities to interact with the Global Plant Council 
 

Additional benefits for Student Members 
 

• ALL new student members who set up a direct debit payment will receive 
a FREE Aspects book of their choice, from our Aspects of Applied Biology 
Marketplace (if in stock), worth up to £40.00! 

• We encourage all of our specialist groups to adopt at least 1 student member - 
if you are interested in becoming part of a group, please contact the relevant 
convenor 

• We would also like our Student Members to be involved with our conference 
organisation so if this is something of interest please contact the AAB Office 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/17447348
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59499371
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59489560
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59585618
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59734747
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-59670396
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2302118-how-reliable-are-covid-19-lateral-flow-tests-for-detecting-omicron/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2021-12-20-How-reliable-ar
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25233653-700-ambergris-what-fragrant-whale-excretions-tell-us-about-ancient-oceans/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2021-12-20-Ambergris-secre
https://www.aab.org.uk/aspects-of-applied-biology


 

 
geraint@aab.org.uk (Executive Officer, Conference Organisation & Planning, Website, Social Media) 

alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
bernadette@aab.org.uk (Accounts, Conference Bookings, Aspects sales) 

john@aab.org.uk  (Conference Administration, Aspects Editorial queries, Newsletter) 
 

Registered Charity No. 275655 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Association of Applied Biologists Early Career Professional 
Travel Grant Application Form 

 

Grants are available to all students or early career professionals (ECP, defined as being 
within 10 years of leaving full time education) to attend AAB events to provide a poster or 
oral presentation. Recipients do not need to be a member of the Association. Allowances 
are restricted to standard class flights, rail or bus fares (using a rail card if available). All 
grants are discretionary.  

Applications must be made at least 2 months before the meeting, to the AAB Executive 
Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The application will be assessed by the 
EO and AAB Council 
Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the event but on rare occasions up-

front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB EO and Council. 
 
 

More Information Here 
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alberto@aab.org.uk (Finance & Office Manager, Membership) 
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Association of Applied Biologists Carer Fund Application Form 

 
 

The AAB wants to provide opportunities for anyone to attend their events, 
irrespective of their personal circumstances. We understand that this might require 

financial assistance that is unavailable through conventional travel grants. 
 
The AAB has started the ‘AAB Carer fund’ that is open for applications from AAB 

members, who require additional help to attend either live and virtual AAB events. Each 
application will be judged on their individual merit but might be used for childcare, support 
care of elderly or disabled adult relatives or for personal use to facilitate accessibility needs 
(travel, audio-visual, personal help).  
 

We have £500 available for each application associated with each event. Please return 
this form to the AAB Executive Officer (EO) Geraint Parry at geraint@aab.org.uk. The 

application will be assessed by the EO and the AAB Council. 
 
Please submit the application at least 2 months before the selected event, but early 

submission will be beneficial. Payments will be made on submission of receipts after the 
event but on rare occasions up-front payments are possible if deemed essential by the AAB 
EO and Council.  
 

More Information Here 
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The AAB are delighted to have become a member of the Federation of European Societies 
of Plant Biology (FESPB) 
 
FESPB aims to advance research, education, and the exchange of information amongst plant 
biologists within Europe and beyond. https://fespb.org/ 
 

 
As part of a FESPB affiliated Societies, AAB members are eligible to apply for these grants: 
 

- FESPB Awards to young European plant scientists. 
Two FESPB Awards for two young scientists selected by the FESPB Awards Committee from 

nominations put forward by each of the constituent Societies. Award are for €2000 and attendance 
to the FESPB congress. 
 
- Grants for short-term mobility for young researchers 

FESPB would offer short term mobility grants (up to €3000) for young researchers working 
with a group leader who is an AAB member.  
 
- Grants to attend FESPB Congress 

Support registration and accommodation at the FESPB congress. They will be open for 
AAB members or group members of AAB members. 
 

Please contact Geraint Parry (geraint@aab.org.uk) about these opportunities 
 


