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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AAB-
SPONSORED YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM 

FOR THEIR RECENT SUCCESS

For the past two seasons the AAB have sponsored  the 
Stratford Town Colts

For the second consecutive season the team won the non-
competitive cup tournament with a brilliant performance!

Win 29, Loss 4, Draw 1

The AAB are clearly a lucky charm!



Professor Graham Matthews provides this excellent 
update from the AAB on Regenerative Agriculture.

Huge thanks to our sponsors and invited speakers who 
made this event veryu successful. 

Look out for a follow-up event in 2024 or 2025

The	programme	was	arranged	in	five	sessions	with	an	
additional	poster	display.	The	first	session	was	concerned	with	
Soils and Fertilisers as	an	important	aspect	of	regenerative	
agriculture	practices	was	to	restore	and	protect	soil	health.		
In	the	UK,	most	farms	are	either	arable	with	emphasis	on	
cereal	crops,	while	others	are	devoted	to	livestock,	so	the	first	
presentation	was	from	Lizzie	Sagoo	(ADAS.)	who	considered	
the	Impacts,	benefits	and	trade-offs	of	adopting	Mob	grazing,	
in	which	large	numbers	of	animals	graze	a	small	area	of	land	
for	a	short	period.	A	DEFRA-funded	project	had	conducted	
a	survey	to	examine	the	environmental	and	productivity	of	
mob	grazing	systems.	A	Rapid	Evidence	assessment	obtained	
limited	evidence	that	mob	grazing	was	any	more	effective	than	
‘conventional	rotational	grazing	systems	in	increasing	soil	
carbon.		

The	next	presentation	was	given	online	by	Thierry	
Querol	from	Syngenta	in	Switzerland	and	focussed	on	
promoting	biodiversity	above	and	below	ground.	Since	the	
1950’s	modern	agricultural	practices,	in	which	there	were	fewer	
rotations,	poor	crop	diversity	and	the	disappearance	of	hedges,	has	resulted	in	a	loss	of	species	diversity	and	
soil	health.		By	implementing	inter-row	coverage	biodiversity	is	increased	with	more	natural	enemies,	as	well	
as	greater	relative	abundance	of	beneficial	microorganisms	and	better	soil.		In	the	following	presentation,	Sean	
Jellesmark	(Syngenta)	discussed	three	key	principles	of	conservation	agriculture,	namely	soil	cover,	minimum	
soil	disturbance	and	crop	rotation	that	indicated	an	average	15%	improvement	in	the	estimated	soil	health	
metric	within	Europe.

In	Scotland	the	replicated	Tulloch	organic	rotation	established	in	1991,	compared	three	years	of	a	grass/
white	clover	ley	with	3	years	of	arable	cropping,	with	a	sequence	of	4	years	of	grass/white	clover	ley	and	two	
years	of	arable	cropping.	Cairistiona	Topp	(SRUC)	showed	that	over	15	years,	the	soil	organic	matter	declined	
using	the	first	system,	whereas	it	increased	in	the	second	system.			Where	grazing	animals	were	included	in	the	
organic	systems,	deposition	of	livestock	manures	added	fertility	of	soils.

The	next	presentation	by	Adetunji	Adekanmbi	(Reading	University)	showed	that	adopting	cover	
cropping	as	a	sustainable	management	practice	benefitted	the	subsequent	cash	crop	and	mitigated	impacts	due	
to	climate	change.			The	session	ended	with	a	report	by	Julian	Gold	from	the	British	Society	of	Soil	Science	
on	soil	testing	over	20	years	with	maximising	photosynthesis	with	high	yielding	crops	and	multi	species	cover	
crops.

Session 2: Technology and Commerce 

The	Crop	Health	and	Protection	(CHAP)	in	partnership	with	Newcastle	University	presented	on	the	
importance	of	soil	health,	and	concentrated	on	five	principles	of	Regenerative	Agriculture,	specifically	on	in-
field	tillage	and	drilling,	cover	crop	establishment,	destruction	and	mixture	development,	mob	grazing,	herbal	
ley	and	new	grazing	systems.			With	UK’s	exit	from	the	European	Union	and	a	Common	Agricultural	Policy	
provided	an	opportunity	to	incentivise	farmer’s	behaviour	through	payments	for	ecosystem	services.	Farmers	

Clifford’s	Tower	was	a	pleasant	backdrop	to	the	event



need	advanced	equipment	to	make	informed	decisions	
about	best	practices	to	minimise	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	
The	project	examined	the	methane	emissions	from	cattle	
grazing	patterns	and	nitrous	oxide	emissions	from	bio-waste	
application,	to	reduce	the	carbon	footprint	on	farms.
 
	 In	the	next	presentation	it	points	out	that	mineral	
fertilisers	are	essential	to	meet	nearly	50%	of	global	crop	
production,	but	their	production	is	energy	intensive	and	
causes	close	to	2%	of	global	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	With	
costs	rising	it	suggests	that	a	more	sustainable	fertiliser	is	
needed	and	a	process	of	making	organo-mineral	fertilisers	
from	organic	waste,	enriched	with	some	mineral	additives,	
enables	reintroducing	organic	matter	into	agricultural	soils.	
A	programme	has	started	to	evaluate	these	alternatives	and	
make	them	commercially	available.	Next	as	nitrogen	fertiliser	is	an	essential	part	of	crop	farming,	it	is	also	
contributing	significantly	to	climate	change.	By	spraying	R-Leaf	on	crops,	nitrous	oxides	are	captured	from	
the	air	and	converted	into	a	nitrate	by	using	photocatalysis.		This	provides	cleaner	air	and	provides	sufficient	
nitrogen	to	plants,	thus	reducing	climate	change,	while	improving	human	health	and	makes	crop	farming	more	
profitable.	
As	cover	crops	are	often	considered	to	reduce	soil	loss	and	help	uptake	of	nitrogen	and	other	nutrients	some	
data	on	a	three-year	study	assessed	the	performance	of	cover	crops	on	more	than	150	fields	in	two	counties,	
Hertfordshire	and	Cambridgeshire.

	 Graham	Matthews	ended	this	session	by	pointing	out	the	importance	of	adapting	any	pesticide	
application	by	avoiding	the	use	of	chemicals	or	biopesticides	formulated	to	mix	in	water	as	rain	washes	spray	
deposited	on	crops	off	and	subsequently	the	pesticide	moves	through	soils	to	pollute	rivers.			Spraying	an	
ultra-low	volume	of	spray	–	less	than	5	litres	of	spray	per	hectare	and	preferable	only	1	litre	per	hectare	should	
be	with	a	formulation	based	on	an	oil	carrier.	A	key	example	was	the	application	of	a	biopesticide	in	Somalia	
to	control	desert	locusts,	as	any	birds	or	other	insects	such	as	bees	were	not	affected	by	the	biopesticide.		
Introduction	of	drones	to	spray	crops	not	only	avoided	using	tractor	equipment	but	indicated	a	need	to	minimise	
the	volume	of	liquid	applied.

Session Three: Cropping and Pest Control

	 Anne	Bhogal	(ADAS)	began	by	pointing	out	the	importance	of	keeping	the	soil	covered	and	
maintaining	living	roots	throughout	the	year,	so	establishing	cover	crops	ahead	of	spring	crops	and	avoiding	
bare	soil	over	winter	is	essential.	The	benefit	of	cover	crops	is	established,	but	the	impact	on	subsequent	crops	
in	the	rotation	is	not	clear.	Reference	is	made	to	the	time	nitrogen	is	released	by	a	cover	crop	residues	and	how	
overwinter	nitrate	leaching	losses	were	significantly	reduced	under	the	cover	crop	treatments.	Cash	crop	yields	
were	higher	when	the	cover	crop	was	destroyed	using	glyphosate	and	not	where	mechanical	destruction	was	
used.		Kelly	Jowett	(Rothamsted)	pointed	out	the	importance	of	Carabid	beetles	as	important	natural	enemies	
of	crop	pests	and	also	feed	on	weed	seeds.	The	presence	of	carabid	beetles	is	boosted	by	in-field	by	reduced	
tillage	and	growing	cover	crops.		Lucy	Capstick	
(Game	and	Wildlife	Trust)	reported	on	the	
decline	in	pollinators	on	farmland	and	the	effect	
of	regenerative	agriculture	on	the	pollinators,	
especially	with	Hawthorn	in	hedgerows	with	
flowering	species	richness	higher	on	hedge	banks.

	 Sam	Cook	(Rothamsted	Research)	
reported	that	many	farmers	abandoned	growing	
oilseed	rape	when	Cabbage	stem	flea	beetle	
caused	severe	damage	due	to	the	ban	on	using	

Harry	Langford	from	CHAP	introduced	their	work

Sam	Cook	introduced	her	research	at	Rothamsted	on	OSR



neonicotinoid	seed	treatments,	but	have	now	sought	alternative	regenerative	practices	to	reduce	pest	damage.

	 Henny	Lowth	(Organic	Research	Centre)	reported	on	the	using	living	mulches	to	provide	soil	health	
benefits	did	increase	available	nitrogen	and	increased	soil	microbial	activity,	but	further	trials	are	required	to	
realise	environmental	benefits.		Will	Smith	(NIAB)	reported	that	with	the	transition	to	regenerative	agriculture	
involving	the	absence	of	tillage	and	greater	crop	diversity	there	will	be	changes	in	weed	populations	and	
therefore	weed	management	tactics,	The	last	presentation	on	Day	1	on	“Intercropping	and	precision	agriculture	
–	Can	we	make	the	twain	meet?“	was	by	Tjeerd	Stomp		(Wageningen)	who	indicated	that	developments	in	
artificial	intelligence,	robotics	and	precision	agriculture	technologies	will	be	important	with	regenerative	
agriculture.

Session Four: Policy and Education 

	 This	session	started	with	Alastair	Leake	(Game	and	Wildlife	Trust)	reviewing	policy	drivers	and	
research	initiatives	for	a	systems	approach	to	Agriculture	in	the	UK,	pointing	out	that	Regenerative	Agriculture	
is	adopting	principles	from	previously	established	systems,	including	crop	rotations	mixed	organic	farming	
and	conservation	agriculture,	and	requiring	more	livestock	as	an	integral	part	of	the	system,	indicating	that	
more	research	is	needed	to	integrate	the	inclusion	of	livestock.	Jo	Bellett-Travers	(Arable)	pointed	out	that	
UK	is	committed	to	change	Agriculture	Policy,	yet	has	not	defined	how	or	what	change	is	needed	to	meet	UN	
Climate	Change	targets	and	Sustainable	Goals.		With	a	younger	demographic	of	the	UK	agricultural	population,	
different	approaches	to	Policy	development	are	being	considered	by	DEFRA	engaging	with	farmers	using	
social	media	tools	common	to	the	new	generation.

	 Boki	Luske	(Louis	Bolk	Institute)	introduced	the	use	of	key	performance	indicators	(KPI’s)	in	the	
Netherlands	for	a	reward	system	for	regenerative	farming.		A	set	of	KPI’s	on	the	impact	on	environmental	
challenges,	including	soil	degradation,	biodiversity,	emissions	and	use	of	pesticides	were	calculated	from	
farm-management	data	and	related	target	values	to	provide	insight	in	a	farm’s	sustainability.	It	was	considered	
that	an	independent	institution	is	needed	to	regulate	governance	and	payments.		Emily	Norton	(Rural	Research	
Savills)	was	concerned	with	how	the	emerging	Environmental	Land	Management	(ELMs)	are	going	to	support	
or	encourage	a	transition	to	regenerative	practices.	

	 During	the	remainder	of	the	morning,	there	was	
a	Panel	discussion	on	farmer	use.	The	session	began	
with	an	introduction	by	the	panel.		Emily	Padfield	
(Nuffield	Scholarships	Trust)	began	her	career	after	
university	with	agricultural	journalism	and	marketing	
before	working	alongside	her	husband	on	a	mixed	farm	
in	Warwickshire.	This	has	now	developed	by	adapting	
their	livestock	system	to	follow	regenerative	principles,	
including	rotational	mob	grazing,	with	improving	
pastures	with	multi-species	swards	while	reducing	inputs	
by	concentrating	on	soil	health.		,	David	Blacker	(AHDB	
Strategic	Farm	North)	farms	500acres	and	contracting	
covering	a	further	1500	acres	and	has	been	involved	
many	research	projects	looking	at	nitrogen,	cover	crops	
and	nutrition,	and	Fergus	Younger	(Scottish	Agricultural	
Organisation	Society	Ltd.)	runs	a	mixed	livestock	farm	in	Scotland	with	operation	of	an	extensive	range	of	
specialising	in	direct	marketing	as	well	as	being	a	pert-time	manager	with	SOAS.	The	audience	raised	a	range	
of	questions	about	this	move	to	Regenerative	farming	with	limited	research	to	provide	farmers	with	the	advice	
needed,	as	it	is	difficult	to	know	how	these	changes	will	affect	Carbon	capture,	soil	health	and	crop	protection.	
The	lack	of	independent	research	was	possibly	due	to	the	UK	closing	several	research	stations	concerned	with	
different	aspects	of	farming.		

Charlotte	White	from	ADAS	introduced	the	excellent	Panel	
discussion



Session Five: Regenerative Agriculture in Practice
 
	 Ruth	Wade	(University	of	Leeds)	confirmed	the	need	to	continue	to	produce	food	to	an	increasing	
population,	but	existing	agricultural	practices	need	to	change	to	stop	degrading	the	environment.	In	Yorkshire	
combinations	of	mixed	crop	cover,	novel	livestock	-crop	rotations	with	reduced	tillage	and	greater	crop	
diversity	are	being	trialled	at	the	University	of	Leeds	farm	to	quantify	the	impacts	of	the	regenerative	farming	
practices	on	soil	quality,	crop	production	GHG	emissions	and	profit.

	 Robin	Walker	(SRUC)	was	concerned	about	linking	arable	and	livestock	farms	and	the	impact	of	
grazing	sheep	on	winter	cereals	and	began	by	pointing	out	that	the	UK	has	already	experienced	a	number	
of	extreme	weather	events.	In	recent	experiments	and	farmer	demonstrations,	the	results	so	far	suggest	that	
winter	wheat,	winter	barley	and	winter	oats	can	graze	using	either	intensive	grazing	over	a	short	period	or	less	
intensive	grazing	over	a	longer	period.	Jeremy	Franks	(Newcastle	University)	reported	that	an	online	survey	
and	three	farmer-led	workshops	were	used	to	identify	barriers	to	the	use	of	regenerative	agricultural	(RA)	
practices	on	farms	in	the	north	of	England.	Barriers	fell	into	three	categories,	but	further	research	is	needed	
to	quantify	the	ecosystem	services	delivered	by	regenerative	farming,	to	determine	how	agri-environmental	
schemes	can	be	designed	to	support	RA,	and	determine	he	benefits	generated	by	RA	activities.

	 Katherine	Berthon	(University	of	Cambridge)	reported	on	a	project	which	aims	to	assess	the	impact	
of	a	transition	from	conventional	practices	to	more	regenerative	farming	techniques	using	a	landscape	scale	
experiment	in	two	UK	regions.	Initial	baseline	data	has	been	obtained	but	the	project	will	continue	for	two	more	
years.		Joe	Collins,	(Harper	Adams	University)	compared	the	revenue	from	Conventional	and	Conservation	
Agriculture,	which	had	similar	gross	margins.	The	final	speaker	Muhammad	Farooq	(Sultan	Qaboos	University,	
Oman)	described	using	a	regenerative	agriculture	approach	to	improve	the	productivity	of	growing	wheat	in	the	
Arabian	Gulf.

There	were	also	18	Posters	with	reports	on	different	aspects	of	current	research	on	Regenerative	Agriculture	
at	various	Universities.	Todd	Jenkins	from	Harper	Adams	won	the	posters	prize	that	was	very	generously	
sponsored	by	DIAGEO.

Todd	Jenkins	was	the	DIAGEO	poster-prize	winner



AAB are a member of the Royal Society of Biology 
Parliamentary Steering Group.

As part of this involvement we receive parliamentary updates from 
Susie Rabin who is RSB Associate Director of Parliamentary & Public 
Affairs.

Relevant highlights of the recent updates are:

Legislation:

 Retained EU Law (Revocation and Reform) Bill. The Bill reaches Report stage in the Lords 
from 15th May. The Bill seeks to revoke all EU law on 31st December 2023 until the Government 
takes a proactive step to incorporate into domestic law. https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3340

 In a concession to opponents Business and Trade Secretary Kemi Badenoch is to publish a 
shortened list of only 800 laws which will be removed from the UK statute book in an attempt to get 
the legislation through the House of Lords.

Change of Ministers in Science (again). Chloe Smith will cover Michelle Donelan as Secretary of 
State for Science, Innovation and Technology as she heads off on maternity leave for several months. 

Committee updates:

> The Commons Science, Innovation and Technology Committee held a final hearing with outgoing 
CSA Patrick Vallance on 3rd May. You can watch the hearing here:
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/e52b168d-14c2-48dd-be16-4ee80f527cfd

> House of Commons Education Committee published its Third Report of Session 2022–23 on the 
future of post-16 qualifications
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/publications/

> Science and Technology Committee (Lords) is holding an oral hearing into the effect of artificial light 
and noise on human health on 16th May. Details here:
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/193/science-and-technology-committee-lords/events/
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20-22 June 2023 Long-term Experiments: Meeting Future Challenges 
Venue: Rothamsted Research 
KAIRSTY TOPP, CHLOE MACLAREN, RICHARD OSTLER 
https://cvent.me/ramyG1 

CATE 

6-8 September 
2023 

BSPP Plant Pathology meeting 
Venue: University of Birmingham 
JONWEST, FAYE RITCHIE, ROSEMARY COLLIER, RICHARD 
OLIVER 
https://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/plant-pathology-2023/ 
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2023 

Plant Food Waste Valorisation- Opportunities and Challenges 
Venue: University of Leeds 
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FOOD SYSTEMS 
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Creating Canopy: the biology and practice of establishing trees and 
woodlands for people and nature 
Venue: University of Nottingham 
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https://cvent.me/g7VdrO 

APPLIED TREE AND 
FOREST BIOLOGY 

7 December 2023 Advances in Nematology 
Venue: Linnean Society 
STEVE EDGINGTON 
https://cvent.me/QKqMzn 
 

NEMATOLOGY 

18-19 December 
2023 

AAB Early Career Event 
Venue: University of Leicester 
GERAINT PARRY, PHILIPPA BORRILL, JAKE BISHOP, JAMIE 
NEWBOLD 

ALL 

22-24 January 2024 International Advances in Pesticide Application 
Venue: Mercure Hotel, Brighton 
EMILIO GIL 
https://cvent.me/e8lKMw 

PAG 

27-28 February 
2024 

Crop Production in Northern Britain (CPNB) 
Venue: The Apex Hotel, Dundee 
CPNB COMMITTEE 
https://cvent.me/yZq1Ew 

EXTERNAL- CPNB 

April 2024 International Advances in Plant Virology (IAPV) 
Venue: TBC 
ANDREW LOVE 

VIROLOGY 



September 2024 Potato Cyst Nematode Workshop 
Venue: HARPER ADAMS UNIVERSITY 
MATT BACK 

NEMATOLOGY 

17-18 September 
2024 

AAB Presidents Meeting 
Venue: BIRMINGHAM EXCHANGE 
MIKE GOODING 

PP-CI 

October 2024 Plant Biomass Meeting 
Venue: IBERS, Aberystwyth 
IAIN DONNISSON 

CATE 

June 2025 International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR) 
Venue: GHENT, BELGIUM 
GERAINT PARRY, TOM BEECKMAN, MORITZ NOVACK 
https://cvent.me/701XO1 

ALL 

26-30 July 2026 International Conference on Photosynthesis Research (ICPR) 
Venue: LIVERPOOL, UK 
CHRISTINE FOYER, ALEXANER RUBAN, CONRAD MULLINEAUX, 
GUY HANKE 
https://cvent.me/NXx0gB 

ALL 
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SAVE THE DATE
We are delighted that ‘Advances in Nematology 2023’ will take place as a single-day hybrid 

event on Thursday December 7th hosted online and at The Linnean Society in central London. 
This event is hosted by the Association of Applied Biologists Nematology Specialist Group and 
invites contributions from areas encompassing all the applied biology of nematology (molecular 

biology of nematodes or hosts, ecology, epidemiology, management of plant-parasitic 
nematodes, entomopathogenic nematodes and emerging diagnostic methods).

The event schedule will be comprised of 30-minute talks from invited speakers, 15 ‘normal’ 
talks and 5 minute ‘short’ talks and will provide the opportunity for lots of people to provide a 

presentation. 

We especially encourage the participation of students and early career professionals. There 
are prizes given for the preferred student ‘normal’ presentation (the Brian Kerry prize) and a 

student short-talk prize

VISIT EVENT WEBSITE



VISIT EVENT WEBSITE
	 Professor Rob Jackson invites you to register for Plant Pathology 2023, the main annual 
meeting of the BSPP – The British Society for Plant Pathology. The meeting will be held at Edgbaston 
Park Hotel & Conference Centre Wednesday 6th to Friday 8th September.

	 The meeting will feature open sessions based on submitted abstracts as well as sessions 
organised by Rob Jackson, the RKS Wood Prize, PH Gregory Prize and J Colhoun Poster Prize. 

	 The meeting is being jointly organised with Association of Applied Biologists and will feature 
additional sessions on ‘Climate Change-induced patterns of plant pests and pathogens’ and 
‘Technological solutions to combat climate change-induced biotic challenges’.

Abstract submission

Abstract submissions will be handled by the AAB and you can access the form here:
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract-for-bspp-plant-pathology-2023/

Selected speakers (speaking in AAB Session)
	 Dan Bebber (University of Exeter)‘Climate Change-induced patterns of plant pests and 
pathogens’
	 Debbie Hemming (Met Office, UK) ‘Improving climate data and modelling to inform plant 
biosecurity’
	 Jon West and Kevin King(Rothamsted Research) ‘The pros and cons of different surveillance 
and monitoring approaches’
	 Jos Raaijmakers (Unviversity of Leiden, Netherlands)‘Rewilding plant microbiomes for disease 
control’
	 Rosa Lozano-Duran (University of Tubingen, Germany) ‘How to use six genes to conquer a 
plant: learning from geminiviruses’
	 Charlotte Nellist (NIAB, UK) ‘TBC’

https://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/plant-pathology-2023/
https://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/plant-pathology-2023/
https://www.aab.org.uk/conferences/submit-an-abstract-for-bspp-plant-pathology-2023/


Annals of Applied Biology has a new twitter account. 

Look out for exciting new twitter content that promotes papers and their 
authors that are published in the journal. 

Annals is a 100% society-owned journal so all its revenue goes back to the 
community through the support of AAB activities.

@AnnalsApplBio
AAB-Owned Journals: New Issues AVAILABLE 

Click on the links below to view the latest issues of our scientific journals.

Annals of Applied Biology
Vol. 182 Iss. 3

May 2023

Plant Biotechnology Journal
Vol. 21 Iss. 6

June 2023

The Association of Applied Biologists is a member of the Plant Science Group of the Royal 
Society of Biology. The AAB Executive Officer is the current Chairperson of the group.

This group publishes an excellent monthly Plant Science Newsletter that anyone can sign up for 
here.:

Members of the RSB are eligible for a 50% DISCOUNT on AAB membership.

PLEASE CONTACT Alberto Vitale to take advantage of this membership offer. 

https://twitter.com/AnnalsApplBio
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2023/182/3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677652/2023/21/6
https://www.rsb.org.uk/policy/groups-and-committees/ukpsf
http://alberto@aab.org.uk


Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing are delighted to announce the 
publication of two new titles focussed on entomology.

Advances in monitoring of native and invasive 
insect pests of crops, edited by Dr Michelle Fountain 
NIAB-EMR, UK and Dr Tom Pope Harper Adams 
University, UK, bioth of whom of are friends and 
members of the AAB.

With its considered approach, the book explores 
current best practices for the detection, identification 
and modelling of native and invasive insect pests of 
crops. 

*Special Offer*
Receive 20% off your order of either book using 
code INSECT20 via the BDS Website. Discount 

code expires 30th June 2023.

Advances in understanding insect pests affecting 
wheat and other cereals, edited by Professor Sanford 
D. Eigenbrode, University of Idaho, USA and Dr Arash 
Rashed, Virginia Tech, USA.

This collection discusses the most recent 
developments in fundamental and applied research 
on major pests and shows how better understanding 
of these pests can be used to improve integrated pest 
management strategies.

https://bdspublishing.com/


https://www.jic.ac.uk/training-careers/postgraduate-opportunities/plant-genetics-crop-improvement/


Association of Applied Biologists

Membership 2023
We are writing to encourage you to join AAB in 2023

Join a commmity of 1000+ like-minded professionals that also has significant financial 
benefits, especially for early career professionals (ECPs).

2023 Membership fees:  Regular members: £62
     Early Career Professional/ Retired members: £20  
  	 	 	 (anyone	within	5	years	of	finishing	full-time	
	 	 	 	 	 education;	bachelor	or	graduate	study)

Membership benefits:

- Reduced fees for ALL AAB events.	Regular	members	pay	£100	and	ECP	members	pay	£50	LESS 
than	equivalent	non-members	to	attend	AAB	in-person	events.	ECP	members	can	join	events	as	
an	online	delegate	for	free.

Download	2023	Conference	Schedule	here

- 20% discount on Article Publishing Charges when submitting to Plant Biotechnology Journal 

- ECPs are eligible for travel grants to any AAB event (up to £300)

- All members are eligible for Carer grants (up to £500)

- Eligibility to apply for Federation of European Society of Plant Biology short term mobility 
grants (up to €3000)

- Consideration for Fellowship of AAB (F Appl. Biol.) after seven years of continuous 
membership

- 30% discount on all issues of ‘Aspects of Applied Biology’

- Reciprocal 50% reduction in membership fees with the Royal Society of Biology

- Invitation to contribute events and opportunities to the monthly AAB newsletter circulated to 
3500+ scientists

- Opportunity to join an AAB Specialist Group, which determine AAB activities.
	 Applied	Plant	Pathology	 	 	 	 	 Applied	Tree	and	Forest	Biology
	 Biocontrol	and	IPM	 	 	 	 	 Cropping	and	the	Environment
	 Food	Systems			 	 	 	 	 	 Horticultural	Quality	and	Food	Loss
	 Nematology	 	 	 	 	 	 Pesticide	Application	 	 	
	 Plant	Physiology	and	Crop	Improvement	 	 	 Soil	Biology
	 Virology

Professor Mike Gooding, AAB President   Dr Geraint Parry, AAB Executive Officer 

www.aab.org.uk/membership

https://www.aab.org.uk/membership/
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MIKE GOODING PhD

PRESIDENT

AAB Office, Warwickshire, UK
mike.j.gooding@btinternet.com

DALE SANDERS FRS, PhD

PRESIDENT ELECT

AAB Office, Warwickshire, UK
ds10@york.ac.uk

NIGEL HALFORD PhD

HONORARY TREASURER

Rothamsted Research, Hertfordshire, UK
Nigel.Halford@rothamsted.ac.uk 

GUY BARKER PhD

GENERAL SECRETARY

University of Warwick, UK
Guy.Barker@warwick.ac.uk 

KAIRSTY TOPP PhD

CONFERENCES TREASURER

SRUC, Edinburgh, UK
Kairsty.topp@sruc.ac.uk

MARTIN PARRY PhD

PUBLICATION OFFICER

Lancaster University, UK
m.parry@lancaster.ac.uk

PHILIPPA BORRILL PhD

EARLY CAREER SCIENTIST 
CHAMPION

John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK
philippa.borrill@jic.ac.uk

JAKE BISHOP PhD

EARLY CAREER SCIENTIST 
CHAMPION

University of Reading, UK
j.bishop@reading.ac.uk

MATTHEW BACK PhD

PROGRAMME SECRETARY

Harper Adams University, Shropshire, UK
MBack@harper-adams.ac.uk

NICOLA SPENCE PhD CBE

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

DEFRA Chief Plant Health Officer
Nicola.Spence@defra.gov.uk

IAIN DONNISON PhD

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

Head of IBERS, Institute of Biological, 
Environmental and Rural Science

isd@aber.ac.uk

ROB EDWARDS PhD

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

Institute Director, IAFRI, 
University of Newcastle

robert.edwards@ncl.ac.uk
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