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AAB Events 

Abstract Deadlines Approaching! 
Registrations Open! 

In-person registration closes 
March 8th

https://cvent.me/mNNvzA


Abstract Submission closes March 30th!

Preliminary Schedule launched!
Abstract Submission closes March 17th! 

ttps://cvent.me/neBz1X
http://www.icar2025.com


Abstract Submission Open!

Abstract Submission Open!

https://cvent.me/0Zo9ae
https://cvent.me/nA4k03


Satellite Meeting at BSPP Plamnt 
pathology meeting on:

Disease Management in Practice: 
Supporting UK Agriculture

https://www.bspp.org.uk/abstract-submissions-for-ppath2025-and-ecpp2025/
https://www.corteva.com/


Update from Annals of Applied Biology 

Annals is owned by the Association of Applied Biologists and as such 
all the journal revenue returns to the scientific community through 
organisation of events in relevant topic areas. 

The March 2025 edition of Annals is now available.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17447348/2025/186/2

All articles in this edition are Open or Full Access! Please take a look!

Highlight: DESCRIPTIONS OF PLANT VIRUSES

Tomato spotted wilt virus (Orthotospovirus tomatomaculae), 
a cyclically occurring threat to crop production 
worldwide

Tiberini et al 

Full Access Article
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/aab.12977

Apply to join ‘Annals of Applied Biology’ Editorial Advisor group. 
	 During the the first months of 2025 AAB-owned ‘Annals of Applied Biology’ is changing it’s Editorial 
system. We are shifting from the current ‘Senior Editor-Associate Editor-Reviewer’ system to a more 
streamlined ‘Senior Editor- Reviewer’ system.

	 As part of this change we are recruting people to join a group of Annals ‘Editorial Advisors’. 
Members of this group will be listed on the Annals website. We understand that many people contribute 
to the scientific community by reviewing research articles so we hope that by joining the Annals ‘Editorial 
Advisors’ that you will specifically undertake some of those reviews for a society-owned, not-for-profit 
journal. Editorial Advisors will be asked to review up to 3 Annals articles each year, so it won’t be an 
onerous task. 

	 Please contact AAB Executive Officer Geraint Parry (geraint@aab.org.uk) if you’d like to be 
considered as a member of the Editorial Advisor group. AAB Council and the Annals Editorial team will 
then assess whether you will be a good candidate for the role.



Launching a new Special Issues of Annals associated with an upcoming AAB 
meeting on ‘Legumes in Science and Practice’

This special issue will be guest edited by Dr Emily Guest and Dr Charlotte White, who are part of the 
organising team for the upcoming meeting.

Submission deadline: November 30th 2025.

Still accepting submissions for Annals Special Issue on ‘Agricultural 
Biotechnology in the Era of Genome Editing’

This special issue is guest edited by Dr Kubilay Yildirim and Dr Musa Kavas, who were part of the 
organising team for the AAB-PlantEd meeting on Plant Gene editing that took place inn Samsun, Turkiye 
in October 2024..

Submission deadline extended to June 1st 2025.



RSB Plant Health Series: The importance of plant health in One Health

A Royal Society of Biology Plant Health Series event, taking place on Wednesday 5th March from 
14:00-15:00 via Zoom.

Keynote speaker Sarah Brunel, Implementation and Facilitation Unit (IFU) lead at the International 
Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) will be discussing global standards and strategies to mitigate the 
spread of plant pests and diseases.

This will be followed by an opportunity for audience Q&A and discussion.

Register to attend this free event at http://www.rsb.org.uk/onehealth and direct all queries to Ellie 
Barrand at events@rsb.org.uk or on 020 3925 3444. 

https://www.rsb.org.uk/get-involved/grants/plant-health-ug-studentships
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STEM in Parliament 
 

3 March 2025  

 

Sitting dates: 

 The House of Commons has returned from recess and will now sit until 8 

April.  

Select Committee inquiries:  

 Antimicrobial resistance: addressing the risks , Public Accounts Committee  

closes 13 March 2025 

 Industrial transition in Scotland, Scottish Affairs Committee, closes 27 

March 2025 

 Building support for the energy transition, Energy Security and Net Zero 

Committee, closes 8 April 2025 

 Revisiting the nuclear roadmap, Energy Security and Net Zero Committee, 

closes 8 April 2025 

 The cost of energy, Energy Security and Net Zero Committee, closes 8 

April 2025 

 There is still time to suggest ideas for topics for the Science, Innovation 

and Technology Committee to put “under the microscope”. The deadline 

to submit your ideas is Monday 24 March 2025.  

 

https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=5feead01d8&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=a3b6f14dae&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=95dfcb4dde&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=ee32233872&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=5d9dd61e04&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=7d3fee5e84&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=7d3fee5e84&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=f0e1ee6a17&e=24699e77aa
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POSTNotes:  

 Community based climate change approaches  

 Addressing the links between climate change and nature loss  

 Green education, training and employment  

 STEM skills pipeline: this POSTnote will identify technical skills, such as 

data analysis, programming, engineering design, and laboratory 

techniques that may be important in addressing the UK’s challenges, such 

as climate change, healthcare innovation, and digital transformation. 

The deadline to submit a contribution to the STEM skills 

pipeline POSTnote is 21 March 2025. 

 

The Climate Change Committee has now released its report on the Seventh 

Carbon Budget, which you can find here. The Committee believes this target, 

whilst ambitious, is deliverable, as long as action is taken promptly.It anticipates 

that some of the UK's service-based economy will see little impact, but sectors 

such as oil and gas, and farming will undergo significant change. 

The Animals in Science Committee (ASC) is reviewing how the animals in 

science sector currently develops, shares and uses leading practice for 
replacement, reduction and refinement (the 3Rs), and collecting evidence to 

inform its recommendations on how this culture might be improved. Send your 
feedback to asc.secretariat@homeoffice.gov.uk by 5pm on Sunday 23 March 
2025. 

Government announcements:  

DSIT have re-launched the Science and Innovation Network, which will now be 

known as the Science and Technology Network (STN).   The full press notice is 

available here.  

RSB in Parliament:  

Voice of the Future is taking place this year as a webinar on Monday 17 March, 

with the Science Minister, Shadow Science Minister and members of the Science, 

Innovation and Technology Committee. If you’re interested in joining the 

webinar, do get in touch.  

 

Susie Rabin 

Associate Director of Communications & Public Affairs                                 

020 3925 5607      074 9891 3757    susie.rabin@rsb.org.uk  

https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=6f18a86226&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=99746fa67b&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=96ad4232c3&e=24699e77aa
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=cbffa74544&e=24699e77aa
https://cdn.roxhillmedia.com/production/email/attachment/1690001_1700000/dfa9dc7f305a01882a9c620291ef89f2ef2918ba.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/strengthening-leading-practice-in-the-animals-in-science-sector
mailto:asc.secretariat@homeoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uks-global-science-and-tech-ambitions-refreshed-under-new-banner


Analysis of plant science higher education reveals 
mixed provision which falls short of delivering national 
priorities

	 A new article from the Society of Chemical Industries Horticulture Group 
throws a disturbing light on how the Higher Education (HE) sector is failing to 
provide graduates with skills required to deliver food security in the years ahead. The research article 
by Trinder et al. (1) describes a systematic analysis of “plant” courses offered by UK Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) looking at their content and reveals an absence of any agreed curriculum. More 
disturbingly the analysis shows how little plant biology most graduates on the “plant courses” will 
encounter and illustrates how specific skills gaps identified in over a decade of governmental (and 
other) reports are not being met. 

	 Using information in the public domain the authors investigated in detail those courses that self 
identify as teaching about plants- in short a sub-category of degree courses (127 degrees from 32 
institutions) that advertise as teaching about plants and so would be expected to have a significant 
proportion of their teaching and 
modules devoted to plant biology.

	 Analysis of these degrees 
revealed that the majority of teaching 
is of non-plant content and that where 
plant topics are taught this is usually 
in a module of mixed content with 
non-plant subject matter. The analysis 
reveals that each module on average 
covers 3 subject areas. The research 
throws a light on how skill gap subject 
areas identified over the last decade 
in reports such as by the Foresight 
Commission (2), are represented in the 
curricula. 

	 For example: Soil Science is 
taught on 49 courses delivered by 17 
institutions and represents 0.87%* of 
total teaching across the degrees

	 Plant Pests and Diseases are 
taught on 72 courses delivered by 22 
institutions and represents 1.66%* of 
total teaching across the degrees
Plant Physiology is taught on 62 
courses delivered by 22 institutions and 
represents 1.37%* of total teaching 
across the degrees

	 If delivery across these “plant 
degrees” is poor the authors report that 
UCAS searches made at the same time 
identified 182 biology courses of which 
only 26 (one 7th) identified as delivering 
plant topics and were included in the 
overall analysis. 

Number of institutions running courses that contain at least one 
module with some teaching on the specified plant-related topic. 
Number shown in circle is the total number of institutions.
Figure taken from [1]



	 This suggest that 6 out of 7 biology degrees do not teach any plant biology, and the 26 
identified and analysed in the study delivered the least overall teaching of plant topics of the degrees 
investigated.

	 The authors conclude that if these plant based skills are as important as a decade of reports 
suggest, then a new approach to ensuring we meet these skills gaps is required. 

	 The research was sponsored by the SCI Horticulture Group who are working with industry 
and academics to develop a way forward. They invite all interested parties, especially industry 
representatives, to register their interest in being part of these consultations at: 
https://www.soci.org/interest-groups/horticulture/education-review-programme-survey

*Percentages calculated from Supplementary information provided in Trinder et al. (1) 

(1) Trinder S, Heaven T, Luberti M, Read S, Scanlon A, Gauntner C, Forsyth A, and Foster A (2025) 
Analysis of plant science higher education reveals mixed provision which falls short of delivering 
national priorities. JSFA Reports
doi: 10.1002/jsf2.70001
https://scijournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jsf2.70001

(2) The Government Office for Science. Foresight: The Future of Food and Farming. 2011 Available 
from: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7bf9f840f0b645ba3c5efe/11-546-future-of-
foodand-farming-report.pdf

https://www.soci.org/interest-groups/horticulture/education-review-programme-survey
https://scijournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jsf2.70001
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7bf9f840f0b645ba3c5efe/11-546-future-of-foodand-farming-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7bf9f840f0b645ba3c5efe/11-546-future-of-foodand-farming-report.pdf


Article reproduced with permission from the Vegetable Farmer 
Magazine

https://hortnews.com/magazine/the-vegetable-farmer-magazine-print-online-subscription/

https://hortnews.com/magazine/the-vegetable-farmer-magazine-print-online-subscription/
https://hortnews.com/magazine/the-vegetable-farmer-magazine-print-online-subscription/




Association of Applied Biologists

Membership 2025
We are writing to encourage you to join AAB in 2025

Join a commmity of 1000 professionals who work across all areas of Applied Biology 
and work toward improving agricultural productivity! 

AAB membership has significant financial benefits, especially for early career 
professionals (ECPs).

2025 Membership fees:		  Regular members: £65
					     Early Career Professional members: £22
				    	 (anyone within 5 years of finishing full-time education; 
	 	 	 	 	 bachelor or graduate study including career breaks)
					     Retired members: £33.50

Membership benefits:

- Reduced fees for ALL AAB events. Regular members pay £100 and ECP members pay 
£50 LESS than equivalent non-members to attend AAB in-person events. ECP members 
can join events as an online delegate for free.
https://www.aab.org.uk/events/

- 20% discount on Article Publishing Charges when publishing to Plant Biotechnology Journal 

- ECPs are eligible for travel grants to any AAB event (up to £350)

- All members are eligible for Carer grants (up to £500)

- Consideration for Fellowship of AAB (F Appl. Biol.) after seven years of continuous 
membership

- 30% discount for online purchase of ‘Aspects of Applied Biology’

- Reciprocal 50% reduction in membership fees with the Royal Society of Biology, the Society 
of Experimental Biology (TBC) and British Society of Soil Science (TBC).

- Invitation to contribute events and job opportunities to the monthly AAB newsletter circulated 
to 3500+ scientists

- Opportunity to join an AAB Specialist Group, which determine AAB activities.
	 Applied Plant Pathology	 	 	 	 	 Applied Tree and Forest Biology
	 Biocontrol and IPM	 	 	 	 	 Cropping and the Environment
	 Food Systems  	 	 	 	 	 	 Horticultural Quality and Food Loss
	 Nematology	 	 	 	 	 	 Pesticide Application	 	 	
	 PlantEd Gene Editing 	 	 	 	 	 Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement	 	
	 Soil and Root Biology	 	 	 	 	 Virology

Professor Dale Sanders, AAB President			   Dr Geraint Parry, AAB Executive Officer 

www.aab.org.uk/membership

https://www.aab.org.uk/events/
http://www.aab.org.uk/membership


The AAB News 
Hub 

A dedicated section for generic news content which may be of interest to our members and 
associates. These articles may range from current events, blogs, or discussion topics right the 
way through to some professionally published content. We are more than happy to receive 
additional content from our readers. If you come across an article or a newspaper column 
which you think would be of interest to our members please feel free to send it to 

John (john@aab.org.uk) 
 

Mice seen giving 'first aid' to unconscious companions  
(New Scientist) 
Time can move both forwards and backwards at the quantum 
scale (New Scientist) 
Is a broken jet stream causing extreme weather that lasts 
longer? (New Scientist) 
How one farm is testing multiple carbon-capture tricks all at 
once (New Scientist) 
World's glaciers melting faster than ever recorded (BBC) 
Fog harvesting could provide water for arid cities (BBC) 
The asteroid hits and near-misses you never hear about (BBC) 
 

 
 

mailto:john@aab.org.uk
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469379-mice-seen-giving-first-aid-to-unconscious-companions/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2025-02-23-Mice-seen-givin
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468420-time-can-move-both-forwards-and-backwards-at-the-quantum-scale/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2025-02-24-Turning-back-ti
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2468420-time-can-move-both-forwards-and-backwards-at-the-quantum-scale/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=2025-02-24-Turning-back-ti
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg26535264-100-is-a-broken-jet-stream-causing-extreme-weather-that-lasts-longer/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg26535264-100-is-a-broken-jet-stream-causing-extreme-weather-that-lasts-longer/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469562-how-one-farm-is-testing-multiple-carbon-capture-tricks-all-at-once/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2469562-how-one-farm-is-testing-multiple-carbon-capture-tricks-all-at-once/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy4ly8vde85o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgw3l7p79po
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y494xkp3yo


AAB Council Members

DALE SANDERS FRS, PhD

PRESIDENT

AAB Office, Warwickshire, UK
ds10@york.ac.uk

MARTIN PARRY PhD

PRESIDENT ELECT

Lancaster University, UK
m.parry@lancaster.ac.uk

NIGEL HALFORD PhD

HONORARY TREASURER

Rothamsted Research, Hertfordshire, UK
Nigel.Halford@rothamsted.ac.uk 

GUY BARKER PhD

GENERAL SECRETARY

University of Warwick, UK
Guy.Barker@warwick.ac.uk 

KAIRSTY TOPP PhD

CONFERENCES TREASURER

SRUC, Edinburgh, UK
Kairsty.topp@sruc.ac.uk

MARTIN PARRY PhD

PUBLICATION OFFICER

Lancaster University, UK
m.parry@lancaster.ac.uk

PHILIPPA BORRILL PhD

EARLY CAREER SCIENTIST 
CHAMPION

John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK
philippa.borrill@jic.ac.uk

JAKE BISHOP PhD

EARLY CAREER SCIENTIST 
CHAMPION

University of Reading, UK
j.bishop@reading.ac.uk

STEVE EDGINGTON PhD

PROGRAMME SECRETARY

CABI, Surrey, UK
s.edgington@cabi.org

NICOLA SPENCE PhD CBE

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

DEFRA Chief Plant Health Officer
Nicola.Spence@defra.gov.uk

IAIN DONNISON PhD

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

Head of IBERS, Institute of Biological, 
Environmental and Rural Science

isd@aber.ac.uk

ROB EDWARDS PhD

HONOURARY COUNCIL MEMBER

Institute Director, IAFRI, 
University of Newcastle

robert.edwards@ncl.ac.uk
Association of Applied Biologists, Warwick Enterprise Park, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9EF, UK

Registered Charity No. 1195899; http://www.aab.org.uk

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dale_Sanders
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/about-us/people/martin-parry
https://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/our-people/nigel-halford
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/lifesci/people/gbarker/
https://pure.sruc.ac.uk/en/persons/kairsty-topp
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lec/about-us/people/martin-parry
https://borrilllab.com/philippa-borrill/
https://www.reading.ac.uk/apd/staff/j-bishop.aspx
https://www.cabi.org/cabi-people/steven-edgington/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicola_Spence
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/ibers/staff-profiles/listing/profile/isd/
http://n8csip.org/2019/10/21/professor-robert-edwards-newcastle-university/
http://www.aab.org.uk
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