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The Association of Applied Biologists 

President's Report 

For the year ended 31 December 2024 

The President presents his statement for the period. 

S

The AAB continues to deliver on its strategy to support and engage a membership committed to applying high-quality 

biology to address pressing societal challenges aligned with our mission. By December 2024, the Association had 

maintained a membership of around 1000, a level supported in part by the continued offer of free annual membership 

to non-members who pay full registration fees for our conferences. Once again, our membership reflects a vibrant and 

well-attended programme of events. In 2024, the AAB organised ten events, welcoming a total of 520 in-person 

delegates and 300 online delegates. These events covered a diverse range of topics relevant to applied biology and 

benefited from the contributions of over 300 speakers. with equal gender representation. The programme included two 

external events co-organised with partner organisations: the British Society for Plant Pathology and the Association 

of Crop Production in Northern Britain. 

It is particularly encouraging to see continued growth and activity within our specialist groups. In 2024, the AAB had 

twelve active specialist groups, up from nine in 2021, demonstrating the breadth of expertise and commitment within 

our community. The Association remains dedicated to supporting these groups, with more than £200,000 invested to 

underpin our conference activities and associated staff costs. 

The AAB's reputation for delivering effective hybrid events (online and in-person) remains strong, ensuring greater 

accessibility for participants, including those from low and middle income countries, while helping to reduce the carbon 

footprint of our events. 

Our two journals continue to serve the applied biology community effectively. Plant Biotechnology Journal goes from 

strength to strength as a top ten journal in Plant Science, while Annals of Applied Biology remains a trusted outlet for 

quality research. Plans are in place to evolve the editorial structure of Annals to ensure its continued relevance and 

impact. 

The Association's finances remain sound, with investments exceeding £1 million to help secure future growth and 

development. The journals, together with our careful management of resources, continue to provide a stable income 

stream that enables us to reinvest in our charitable aims, including supporting our events and the wider membership. 

We maintain a strong presence within the broader applied biology sector through active engagement with 

organisations such as the Royal Society of Biology and the Global Plant Council, helping to ensure that the voice of 

applied biology is heard where it matters. 
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Association of Applied Biologists 

Strategy 2025-26 
The mission of the Association of Applied Biologists (AAB) is to further the 
application of biology to the production of food, materials, and energy, and for 

the maintenance and improvement of the earth’s environment. 

Since its formation in 1904 the Association has addressed major global challenges 
facing society. Today, those challenges relevant to our mission are critical and 

include: poor food security, nutrition and health; untenable use of agri- and forest 
environments; unsustainable and insecure sources of energy; environmental 

change; degradation of water and soil resources; and loss of biodiversity. 

Our strategy to address these challenges by: 

- By growing, supporting, and engaging a membership concerned with the application of
excellent biology to address relevant societal challenges.

- Supporting specialist groups: to respond to members and wider stakeholders in the provision of
appropriate events, publications, and communications; to help develop early career scientists;
and to aid the direction of the wider AAB via group convenors and AAB Council.

- Using conferences, symposia, workshops, and published proceedings to exchange, spread, and
develop information, ideas, and thought leadership.

- Publication of international, scientific, independently peer-reviewed journals to ensure the
dissemination of high-quality research findings and reviews.

- Promotion of the many disciplines of applied biology through engagement with other relevant
national and international societies, research funders, and governmental organisations.

1. Growing, supporting, and engaging our membership

As an Association we are defined as and by our members. Given the importance and 
relevance of applied biology it is essential that we have a strong and engaged membership. It is 
important that our recent growth in international membership continues. 
Actions to increase and engage membership include: 

i. Offering a free annual membership to non-members paying registration fees to conferences
organised by AAB. In this way our membership (numbers and reach) is strongly linked to the
popularity and delivery methods of our conferences. Excellent online provision significantly
increases our potential to engage with cohorts of applied biologists not previously able to attend
in person due to the constraints of cost, time, and other responsibilities. Online provision, for
example, furthers our ability to increase the international spread for conference attendance and
membership. All of our conferences have the default of providing an online option.



Association of Applied Biologists 

Strategy 2025-26 
ii. Offering greater support for early career professionals (ECP). This includes free annual
membership with nominal charge for online conference registration by ECP. The AAB will remain
responsive to the needs and engagement of ECPs, and they will continue to be represented on
Council by two ECP champions.

iii. Increasing the benefits to members, including reduced conference registration and
publication costs; access to travel and mobility grants; discounted membership and/or greater
access to related societies; invitations to external networking events; provide a regular
e-Newsletter and AAB emails highlighting relevant activities; opportunities to contribute to
specialist groups; and the chance to work alongside others in similar fields in, for example, the
organisation of conferences.

iv. The recent introduction of the title of Fellow of the Association of Applied Biologists which
will continue to recognise those members with a long-term AAB membership alongside their
significant contribution to applied biology.

v. Continuing to explore ways of increasing equality, diversity, and inclusion in all activities
of the AAB. Online provision has helped inclusivity, and we will continue to offer other
opportunities when relevant, e.g. grants for carers.

2. AAB Specialist groups

Applied Plant Pathology Applied Tree and Forest Biology 

Biocontrol and IPM Cropping and the Environment 

Food Systems Horticultural Quality and Food Loss 

Nematology Pesticide Application 

PlantEd Gene Editing in Plants Plant Physiology and Crop Improvement 

Soil and Root Biology Virology 

Our specialist groups are kept under review to reflect our mission; the interests of our 
members and those of potential recruits; the vigour and funding for progress in the subject area; 
and societal need. During 2025-26 we will continue to review the relevance and activity of our 
specialist groups. This is an evolving area with the inauguration of two specialist groups over the 
past two years. 

3. Conferences, symposia, and workshops

Our events are open to the public. AAB’s involvement in 10-12 events/ year is a 
reasonable expectation, and consistent with having twelve specialist groups. However, what is 
more important is that the overall reach and significance of our event programme increases the 
relevance, visibility, and impact of the AAB. We will continue to identify novel topics and modes 
of delivery. This will enable an increase in delegate numbers at the majority of our meetings 
whilst maintaining financial sustainability and the collegial feel of AAB events. We will ensure 
that the programme as a whole does not place an undue financial burden on the association. 
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Strategy 2025-26 
To meet our objectives we will: 

i. Continue to support and encourage our specialist group convenors, members, and affiliates

to develop and deliver events relevant to the AAB’s mission, research environment, and societal

need.

ii. Look to further encourage collaborations between specialist groups such that where relevant,
multidisciplinary events are developed. The biennial presidential conference in Autumn 2026 will
continue the format of previous meetings in being multidisciplinary and addressing an area of
significant societal need.

iii. Continue to collaborate with other international societies to help deliver more impactful
events than likely achievable with a single society working independently. This is evidenced
by AAB-organisation of the International Conference on Arabidopsis Research (ICAR25) and
International Conference on Photosynthesis Research (ICPR26).

iv. Continue to develop methods of delivery, particularly online, to provide an excellent and
well-regarded experience for all delegates.

v. Foster links between academia, industry, grower associations, farmers, non-governmental
organisations, funding organisations, and government to enable translation of ideas to facilitate
applied outputs.

Henry Nvenankeng receives an award for ‘Best ECP oral presentation’ at the 2024 Symposium of Potato 
Cyst Nematode Management’. Prize presented by Valeria Orlando and Catherine Lilley (R) 
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Strategy 2025-26 

 

 

4. Scientific journals 

The purpose of our scientific journals (Annals 
of Applied Biology and Plant Biotechnology Journal 
with the Society of Experimental Biology) is to provide 
an opportunity for members and other authors to 
disseminate their work; for members and others to 
access quality-controlled research articles; to provide 
a sustainable income stream to support AAB charitable 
goals; and to increase the visibility of the society in the 
journals and vice-versa. 

 

i. Review and future proof the business models for the 
journals. 

 

ii. Ensure that the journals uphold the best standards 
of equality, diversity, inclusion, and ethics. This will 
include a review of the composition of Editorial Boards 
and affirmation that guidelines from the Committee on 
Publication Ethics continue to be adhered to. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annals of Applied Biology launched the 
strapline ‘Biosciences for Sustainability’. 

iii. Regularly review any opportunities for purchase or inaugurate new publications. 
 

iv. Review editorial offices, ensuring they are serving the needs of authors and represent good 
value for money. 

 

v. Encourage journals to support special issues that are published in coordination with both AAB 
events and with those organised by other relevant societies. 

 

5. Further activities to promote applied biology 

The AAB will promote applied biology via interactions with national and international 
organisations which include the Global Plant Council, the Royal Society of Biology, the 
Multinational Arabidopsis Steering Committee and different EU Cost Actions. Additionally, 
we will support the promotion of applied biology through the wider collaborations and 
representations of individual members of council, and the broader membership of the AAB. 

We will continue to respond to relevant calls for evidence to influence policy. Collective 
responses from AAB Council will be coordinated by the President. 

Professor Dale Sanders, AAB President 2025-26 Dr Geraint Parry, AAB Executive Officer 

www.aab.org.uk 

http://www.aab.org.uk/


































The Association of Applied Biologists 

Trustees' report (continued) 

For the year ended 31 December 2024 

• Sponsorship and donations

The following were received during the year to 31 December 2024: 

Donation 

Mike van den Driesche donation £5,000 

International Advances in Pesticide Application 

Sygenta £1,000 

Crop Production in Northern Britain 

SRUC £6,111 

Horticultural Science: From Discovery to Application 

JHSB £5,000 

6th Symposium of Potato Cyst Nematode Management 

CUPGRA 

CERTIS 

£500 

£500 

5th AAB PlantEd Congress: Agricultural Biotechnology in the Era of Genome Editing 

John Wiley £500 

Cultivating Wisdom: Agroecology Innovation from Experts in the Field 

Landworkers Alliance 

Landcare Alliance 

ORC 

RSK ADAS 

£1,500 

£3,000 

£3,000 

£750 

BIOL s 
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The Association of Applied Biologists 

Notes to the financial statements 

For the year ended 31 December 2024 

20. Analysis of cash and cash equivalents

Cash in hand 

Cash held by investment managers 

Total cash and cash equivalents 

21. Analysis of changes in net debt

Cash at bank and in hand 

22. Pension commitments

At 1 January 

2024 

£ 

149,795 

2024 

£ 

101,995 

18,401 

120,396 

Cash flows 

£ 

(47,800) 

2023 

£ 

149,795 

11,454 

161,249 

At 31 

December 

2024 

£ 

101,995 

The pension cost charge for the period represents contributions payable by the Charity to the scheme and

amounted to £14,037 (2023: £13,484). The contributions payable to the fund at the balance sheet date were £Nil

(2023 - £Nil).

23. Operating lease commitments

At 31 December 2024 the CIO had commitments to make future minimum lease payments under non­

cancellable operating leases as follows:

Not later than 1 year 

2024 

£ 

2023 

£ 

11,534 

24. Related party transactions

The CIO has not entered into any related party transaction during the year, nor are there any outstanding

balances owing between related parties and the CIO at 31 December 2024.
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FORWARD CONFERENCE PROGRAMME: AUGUST 2025 

Date 

Title 
Location 
Organiser(s) 
Website 

Specialist Group and 
Affiliates 

September 9 

BSPP Satellite meeting on ‘Disease Management in 
Practice: Supporting UK Agriculture’ 
Venue: University of Nottingham 
JAMES FORTUNE, JON WEST 
https://www.bspp.org.uk/conference-info-plant-pathology-2025-
ppath2025-and-early-careers-plant-pathology-2025-ecpp2025/ 

APP and BSPP 

September 10-11 

Creating Canopies II 
Venue: CROWN and MITRE HOTEL, CARLISLE 
EDWARD WILSON, MANDY RASMUSSEN, ANDREW 
HIRONS 
https://cvent.me/nA4k03 

TREE 

November 6 

Resource Efficiency in Food-Based Horticulture 
Venue: EAST MALLING RESEARCH 
LORI FISHER, GERAINT PARRY 
https://cvent.me/DMwPzZ 

EXTERNAL, HORT 
QUALITY 

November 11-12 

Advances in Integrated Pest and Pathogen Management 
Venue: BELMONT HOTEL, LEICESTER 
RUMIANA RAY, TOBY BRUCE, FAYE RITCHIE, ROSA 
SANCHEZ-LUCAS 
https://cvent.me/ER78Wy 

IPM-APP 

November 18-20 

Roots to Regenerative Agriculture 
Venue: THE GUILD HALL, UNIVERSITY OF YORK 
KATE SMITH, CHARLOTTE WHITE 
https://cvent.me/0Zo9ae 

CATE-SOIL/ROOT 

December 4 

Advances in Nematology 2025 
Venue: LINNEAN SOCIETY, LONDON, UK 
STEVE EDGINGTON 
https://cvent.me/4alAg4 

NEMATOLOGY 

January 20-22 
2026 

International Advances in Pesticide Application (IAPA26) 
Venue: CAGLIARI, SARDINIA, ITALY 
EMILIO GIL 
https://cvent.me/kv2xkO 

PAG 

February 25-26 
2026 

Crop Production in Northern Britain 2026 (CPNB) 
Venue: APEX HOTEL, DUNDEE 
FIONA BURNETT 

https://cvent.me/7vD5Pl 

EXTERNAL 

March 23-26 
2026 

MONOGRAM 2026 
Venue: ROBINSON COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 
STEPHANIE SWARBECK 
https://cvent.me/MM0bPo 

MONOGRAM 



July 26-30 
2026 

International Conference on Photosynthesis Research 
(ICPR26) 
Venue: LIVERPOOL, UK 
CHRISTINE FOYER, ALEXANER RUBAN, CONRAD MULLINEAUX, 
GUY HANKE 
 Photosynthesis2026.com 

ALL 

October 4-8 
2026 

AUXIN 2026 
Venue: Portugal 
LARS OSTERGAARD 
http://auxin2026.info 

EXTERNAL 

Spring 2027 

International Advances in Plant Virology (IAPV27) 
Venue: University of Cambridge 
BETTY CHUNG 

VIROLOGY 

TBC 

Workshop on Precision Fermentation 
Venue: University of Leeds 
DARREN GREETHAM FOOD SYSTEMS 



Association of Applied Biologists
Warwick Enterprise Park
Wellesbourne, Warwick

CV35 9EF
http://www.aab.org.uk
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