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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Crop Production in Northern Britain 2026
CPNB 2026 (“The Dundee Conference”) is the foremost Conference concerning environmental management 

and crop production and associated topics in northern environments. 
We are delighted to be working with the Association of Applied Biologists to again organise our 2026 

meeting. In 2026 there is a more formal relationship as meeting attendees will be offered the opportunity of 
AAB Membership for a calendar year.
The scientific presentations at CPNB are divided into sessions on ‘Potatoes’, ‘Combinable Crops’ and 

‘Agriculture and the Environment’ and also include some talks and posters on additional topics of relevance 
to production in Northern Britain.

PROGRAMME

Wednesday 25th February

08:30	 REGISTRATION

09:20	 WELCOME and INTRODUCTION
	 FIONA BURNETT (Scotland’s Rural College, UK) 

Session One: Agriculture and the Environment
		  CHAIR: TBC

0930- 1015	 Keynote Speaker
		  Pete Smith (University of Aberdeen, UK)
		  Improving soil health to address multiple global challenges

1015-1030	 Subhra Sahoo (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Crop–Weed Density Interactions over three seasons under Irish climatic conditions

1030-1045	 Meghan England (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Strengthening ipm implementation: an irish application of the proposed EU framework for 
		  farm-specific guidelines 

1045-1100	 Christina van Midden (AFBI-NI, UK)
		  Evaluating the impact of a range of organic amendments applied to arable land on soil health 
		  and crop production in Northern Ireland (NI)

1100-1115	 Ahmed Hamad (MATE Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Science HUNGARY)
		  Induction and Characterization of a New Autotetraploid Perennial Rye Line, Improving 
		  Vegetative Growth for Ecological and Agricultural Sustainability

1115-1145	 Break



Session 2: Combinable Crops
		  CHAIR: TBC

1145-1215	 Invited Speaker
		  Caroline de Rouffignac (Scotch Whisky Association UK)
		  Challenges facing the Scotch Whisky industry cereal supply chain (TBC)		

1215-1230	 Henry Creissen (University of Highlands and Islands, UK)
		  Crop Research at 59° North

1230-1245	 Sidsel Birkelund Schmidt (Innovations center for Økologisk Landbrug, DENMARK)
		  Breeding organic oat with high nutritional value

1245-1300	 Tracy Valentine (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  Camelina: An alternative biofuel - integration into Scottish agricultural rotations		

1300-1315 	 Charlotte Morgan (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Herbicide resistance in black-grass and Italian ryegrass populations in Ireland

1315-1415	 LUNCH

1415-1445	 Invited speaker
		  Paul Gosling (AHDB, UK)
		  Cereals and Oilseeds Recommended Lists, Past, Present and Future

1445-1500	 Jack Jameson (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Balancing Costs and Yields: Impacts of Establishment System and Input Strategy on Winter 
		  Wheat Profitability in Ireland

1500-1515	 Shanzay Qamar (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  Building better barley: Expanding the range of barley gene editing tool

1515-1530	 Arthy Surendran (Scotland’s Rural College, UK)
		  Harnessing Circular-Economy Biomaterials to Mitigate Clubroot Severity in Oilseed Rape

1530- 1545	 Edwina Nolan (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Optimising fungicide control of Ramularia leaf spot
			 
1545-1600	 Joanna Bellett-Travers (ARU-Peterborough, UK)
		  Typha Latifolia (Bulrush) a commercial crop for Peatland

1600-1630	 BREAK
			 
1630- 1645	 Steven Kildea (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Detection and quantification of the 121 bp insert in the CYP51 upstream region of the wheat 
		  pathogen Zymoseptoria tritici associated with azole fungicide resistance 

1645-1700	 Gustaf Fredell (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  Exploring Seed Borne Endophytes in Scotland for use in Barley Production

1700- 1715	 Laurie Abel (ADAS, UK)
		  Using a Scottish farmer crop nutrition club to test the ‘Plan, Check & Adjust, Review’ concept 
		  for managing crop nutrients

1715-1730	 Tapiwa Nyakauru (Teagasc, IRELAND)
		  Development of SDHI Fungicide Resistance in Irish Zymoseptoria tritici Populations

1730-1745	 Fiona Doonan (University College Dublin, IRELAND)
		  Genomics and functional genomic studies reveal novel host resistance mechanisms and 
		  microbiome roles in cereal defence against pathogens

1745- 1815	 SHORT POSTER TALKS

P1	 James Grieves (James Hutton Institute, UK)
	 Identifying causes of tillage system adaptation in Hordeum vulgare L. (spring barley)

P2	 Meghan England (Teagasc, IRELAND)
	 Evaluating the effectiveness, feasibility and availability of biological and basic substance alternatives 
	 for control of fusarium head blight and rust diseases in irish wheat crops – a review of literature

P3	 Louise Gamble (James Hutton Institute, UK)
	 Development of a CRISPR-Cas12a Assay for Detection of Phytophthora rubi in Raspberry Crops 

P4	 Jolyon Dodgson (Levity Crop Science, UK)
	 Damu increases dry matter percentage in potatoes

P5	 Kirsty Binnie (James Hutton Institute, UK)
	 Role of Cover-Crop Species in Advancing No-Till Systems Through Improved Soil Structure and Crop 
	 Performance

P6	 Steven Kildea (Teagasc, IRELAND)
	 EPPO Database on Resistance Cases to Plant Protection Products

P7 	 Ruairidh Bain (SRUC, UK)
	 Selection for a P. infestans genotype resistant to metalaxyl-M by some cultivars more resistant to foliar 
	 blight

P8	 Emily Fields (James Hutton Institute, UK)
	 Developing transgene-free methods for gene editing in potato

P9	 Verena Schmidt (SAC Consulting, UK)
	 Monitoring powdery scab risk in Scottish potato production areas		

P10	 Jack Horne (SRUC, UK)
	 Soil pH as a Key Driver of Microbial Function and Nutrient Cycling: Insights from Long-term pH 
	 Manipulation Experiments

P11	 David	 Marks (Levity Crop Science, UK)
	 Albina a functional calcium fertiliser containing an MCAS increases yield and firmness of potato 
	 tubers

P12	 Henny Lowth (AHDB, UK)
	 The AHDB Letterbox; You ask, we answer.

1815- 1900	 POSTER SESSION AND DRINKS RECEPTION			
			 
1900		  CONFERENCE DINNER			 



February 26th 2026				  

0830-0930	 REGISTRATION			

Session 3: Potatoes 			 
		  CHAIR: Scott Walker (CEO GB Potatoes Ltd)

0930-1015	 Invited speaker
		  Jonathan Jones (The Sainsbury Lab, Norwich, UK)
		  Title TBC

1015-1030	 Eugene Ryabov (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  Genetic Diversity of Potato Leafroll Virus in Scotland: Implications for Epidemiology and 
		  Control

1030-1045	 Fiona Highet (SASA, UK)
		  How are aphids responding to climate change, and what are the implications for potato virus 
		  control? 

1045-1100 	 Nasamu Musa (ADAS, UK)
		  Reconsidering aphid treatment thresholds in modern potato production

1100-1130	 BREAK			 
		
1130-1145	 Sanjeev Kumar Sharma (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  Modern Genomics for Stronger Potatoes: Unlocking Genetic Diversity for High-Resolution 
		  Trait Discovery and Breeding Applications 

1145-1200	 Jon Pickup
		  A Scottish National Control Programme for Potato Cyst Nematodes 

1200-1215	 Peter Skelsey (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  PCN-Mapper: a spatial decision-support tool for assessing potato cyst nematode risk

1215-1230	 David Cooke (James Hutton Institute, UK)
		  How IPM for potato late blight is shaped by the evolving population of P. infestans  in Northern 
		  Britain

1230-1245	 Ashley Holmes
		  Impact of Soil Amendments on Potato Health and Soil Microbes
	
1245-1345	 LUNCH			 

1345-1415	 Invited speaker
		  David Kenyon (Chief Plant Health Officer for Scotland SASA, UK)
		  Title TBC

1415-1430	 Kerry Leslie (SAC Consulting, UK)
		  Wireworm Survey of Scotland 2026 – Monitoring and IPM

1430-1445	 Marcus Bellett-Travers (ARU-Peterborough, UK)
		  Can Vertical Farming Derisk The Seed Potato Supply Chain in Scotland?

1445-1500	 Ian Toth (James Hutton Institute, UK)		
		  An update on the National Potato Innovation Centre (NPIC)

1500-1505	 Scott Walker (CEO GB Potatoes Ltd)
		  Summary

1505-1515	 Fiona Burnett (ACPNB Chair)
		  Award Ceremony and Concluding Remarks
		


